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PREFACE. 



The following little book is simply what 
it professes to be, a series of Reflections 
written daily during Lent in reading the 
Epistle to the Romans. The writer had 
found it useful at times to take a particular 
Epistle, or other portion of Holy Scripture, 
as his companion for a while, and daily to 
read and meditate upon some portion of it, 
and he also found writing down his thoughts 
help him toward making them clear and 
definite. And although entirely unfit to 
serve as a model for such meditation or 
writing, these Reflections may serve to sug- 
gest to some readers a profitable way of 
reading Holy Scripture. They are given 
very hearly as they were written from day 
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to day after reading, only that in one or 
two places a few words have been added, 
or an expression altered that might suggest 
a false interpretation. Perhaps in the re- 
marks on the seventh chapter there may 
be still a little too much favour shewn to 
the interpretation of St. Augustine, which 
was, at the time of writing, strongly im- 
pressed on the author's imagination by 
reading it in the words of that holy man. 
But it seemed well to shew, as the passage 
has been so taken by so high an authority, 
that even his interpretation, at least as he 
took it, could not be pressed into the ser- 
vice of Antinomianism. In general pains 
have been taken so far to indicate the main 
line of interpretation, as to furnish some 
help to any reader who may wish to make 
himself well acquainted with the Apostle's 
meaning. 

The use for which this little book is 
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intended, is, to accompany a carefiil read- 
ing of the whole Epistle to the Romans, 
distributed through a series of days. There 
is not much to limit the use of it to the 
season of Lent, though the first day's 
thoughts, which are preliminary, belong to 
its commencement, and there are some points 
dwelt on especially on the Ember Days, 
in connection with the object of their ob- 
servance. The Reflections cannot be un- 
derstood without a carefiil reading of the 
portions of the Epistle indicated at the 
head of each division. Several verses, or 
even whole chapters, have been taken over 
again at times, in order to look at them 
fi-om a different point of view, as, in medi- 
tative reading, it is necessary so far to ob- 
serve the rules of meditation, as to keep 
very much to one subject at a time. When, 
therefore, any part of the Epistle appeared 
so rich in matter as to present many diffe- 



iv PREFACE. 

rent thoughts to the mind^ it seemed better 
to bring it repeatedly under consideration 
than to divide it into short separate texts 
and dispatch each by itself. A suitable 
prayer, or other act of devotion, has been 
added at the end of each day's Reflections, 
where none had been originally written 
down. 

The meditative and practical reading of 
the Epistle to the Romans was the object 
in view, and not the furnishing anything 
like a guide for Lent. Consequently it 
was not carried on into the Holy Week, 
nor were many points followed up which 
are merely collateral to the general tenour 
of the Epistle, however suitable they might 
be for subjects of meditation. Very little 
has been done toward exhausting the mine, 
and the author will be well satisfied if he 
has succeeded in affording some little help 
to others, who may desire to explore it 



for themselves. Any reader who wishes 
for fiiUer detail^ and stricter exactness 
of thought, on the great subject which is 
the key to this Epistle, the Scheme of 
Man's Redemption, will find most valuable 
assistance from a carefiil reading of ' The 
Doctrine of the Incarnation,' lately pub- 
lished by Archdeacon Wilberforce. Among 
ancient writers, perhaps the one who will 
give most assistance to the enquiries of the 
present day is St. Anselm. 
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REFLECTIONS, &c. 



Too often have I spent the Holy Season which 
is now beginning with little spiritual gain. Let 
me endeavour, this year at least, to give some 
time daily to serious thought, and to make it a 
necessary part of my business for the time, so 
that the world may not come in and encroach 
upon that which is due to God and to my own 
soul. My occupations, it is true, are not for this 
world, but still they have a great deal of this 
world in them, and even such works as are for 
the King Himself must be set aside for awhile, 
when He deigns to come and call us into His own 
Presence. He needs not our works, and can do 
what He would have done without us, but He 
does, in some sort, need ourselves. If we did 
not believe. He could indeed of the stones raise 
up children to Abraham, yet He * would have all 
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men to be saved and to come to the knowledge 
of the Truth.*' Let us not think we are serving 
Him, by giving ourselves up to outward labours, 
when we ought to be communing with Himself 
within. Let Martha's duty be done, but let Mary 
be acknowledged to have chosen the better part, 
in sitting meekly at the feet of her Lord and 
learning of Him. 

Forty days and forty nights He fasted in the 
wilderness, before He began the labours of His 
ministry. Thus did He sanctify fasting and soli- 
tude for us, as He sanctified the waters of Bap- 
tism, the labours and sufferings of man's life, the 
pains of death, and the agonies of spiritual con- 
flict. And with Him we need not fear to go into 
the wilderness, though in the solitude of our own 
souls we know there are wild beasts, created 
indeed good, but become, through man's trans- 
gression, ' evil beasts ;' nor to encounter the 
spiritual temptations which may come with hun- 
ger, as the tempter came unto Him when he was 
an himgred. 

The better to accomplish this, I must strive to 
order all my doings for the day, so that each may 
have its proper place ; and it will be well even 
to attend to my books and papers, that they may 

» 1 Tim. ii. 4. 



be rightly put in place, so that I may know where 
I am and where my work is, and may not spend 
time uselessly in looking for this and that. If I 
can spare time from necessary works, I will try to 
give some to the well-ordering of all things that I 
have about me, which I can more easily do now that 
there is less of the engagement of society than at 
other times. But this is only an instrumental 
work, which may make room for other and higher 
objects. I must, secondly, keep room for them, 
by avoiding engaging myself in unnecessary pur- 
suits, particularly such as are pleasant and 
amusing, and must rather submit to feel a little 
vacant sometimes than let my mind be crowded, 
when it ought to be free for religious occupations. 
Thirdly, I must look back upon my past life, 
and search whether there is anything which I 
have allowed to unfit me for communion ynih 
God, and especially any habit which I have al- 
lowed to go on, either leading me towards what 
is evil or dangerous, or keeping me back from 
what is good and necessary. As, for instance, 
whether I am able to correct, by strict regularity 
in the evening, the irregularity of my morning 
devotions, which are, necessarily, thrust more or 
less out of order and out of place when I cannot 
safely rise at a proper time, or when drowsiness 




or sloth keep me back from doing so. Other 
questions I must ask myself, as time shall serve. 

Fourthly, that I may indeed spend the time 
' with Christ,' I must endeavour to meditate 
daily upon Him, or upon the things of His king- 
dom. And I will, therefore, try to set myself 
daily some work of holy meditation, from the 
Word of God, which may provide occupation for 
my thoughts and food for my mind beforehand. 

In the Gospel for this day,^ our Lord, (who 
was seen last Sunday opening the eyes of the 
blind, *^) opens our eyes to see Him that seeth in 
secret. In many ways He has done this, as by 
shewing to His disciples that He knew their 
thoughts, and by shewing to us, in His Word, 
how He knows the inmost depth of our hearts. 
He has shewn Himself, as Man, speaking on 
earth, the searcher of hearts, that we may ever 
look to Him as God, searching the heart, and 
rendering to every man according to that which 
comes from it. 

As such let me keep Him before my eyes all 
through this Fast-time, and not only guard against 
the temptation of which He spoke, (the common 
temptation of that time) to seek men's praise by 
fasting, but diligently strive to see Him, to listen 

»» S. Matt vL 16—20. c s. Luke xviiL 31—43. 
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to Him, to sit at His feet, to be cheerful in deny- 
ing my natural carnal will, because I am with 
Him. 

In order to have one connected line of thought 
through the whole time, I will take, besides the 
Epistles and Gospels for each week, the Epistle 
of S. Paul to the Romans, and try to follow it 
throughout in such a way as to be prepared for 
contemplating the mysteries of the Holy Week 
with deeper thoughts than I have done before. 

O Lordj Who didst instruct Thy blessed Apostle 
Saint Paul in the mysteries of the kingdom of Ilea* 
ven, and didst make him like a householder bringing 
out of his treasures things new and old, give me the 
help of thy Holy Spirit, that I may understand his 
heavenly doctrine, concerning the Law and concern- 
ing the grace of the Holy Gospel, to my souVs health, 
and may, with him and Thy whole Church, be pre- 
sented holy and clean to the Father Almighty, with 
Whom and the Holy Spirit, Thou reignestfor ever- 
more, one God, in ghry co-eternal. Amen, 
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Rom. i. 1 — 20. 

The Holy Season is begun, and straightway the 
world puts in its claim. The weak flesh requires 
a little relaxation even so soon, but that is only 
needful, and is not the great hindrance to devo- 
tion. But the usual thoughts and works of the 
day come crowding one after another, and each 
wishes to secure for itself the little space that 
was allotted for quiet and better order, and com- 
munion with God. 

Something may be done by keeping the thoughts 
well employed in the time that is occupied in 
mechanical works, such as dressing, &c. But in 
this I do not often get beyond the strife wliich is 
raised by my indulgent habits, which would have 
me do many things in the way of pleasure which 
ought to be duty — think of the pleasures of soci- 
ety, instead of planning its duties — dream over 
what is to be done as an amusement, rather than 
lay it down with firmness, as a needful prepara- 
tion for doing it in due order — ^range lightly over 
possibilities, rather than fixedly contemplate pro- 
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bable and necessary duties ; and thus have hardly 
any time of that kind to devote to serious reflec- 
tion. This must, if possible, be corrected, and 
more of my time reduced to the strict account of 
business assigned and done. To-day let me try 
and fix my mind upon the great object of Faith 
and love, our Lord revealed in His Gospel, desir- 
ing that my eyes may be opened to see that 
which has been so fully and clearly revealed, and 
my heart enlivened with the love of that which 
I see by Faith. Love will then be perfected, when 
we shall no longer believe, but see and * know, 
even as we are known.^* But now our love must 
grow by the exercise of Faith, and Faith by 
attentive consideration and obedient practice. 

* The gospel of God,' * concerning His Son,' 
foretold and prepared for by the Law and the 
Prophets, and all the patriarchal dispensation, 
and now revealed by that Son Himself, and spread 
abroad in the earth, and powerfully exhibited, in 
His apostles, saints, and martyrs, is that of which 
we have to take and keep firm hold, that we may 
live by faith. In it are summed up all the re- 
vealed dispensations of God. In it we behold 
Himself, as nearly as we are permitted to see 
Him here ; and in it we find the means of access 

d 1 Cor. xiiL 12. 
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by which we may present ourselves to receive 
His gracious influences and inward revelations. 
Things of God, that are hidden from the eye of 
sense, are revealed to the eye of reason, by a 
thoughtful consideration of the * things that are 
made.' * His eternal power and Godhead' ought 
to be acknowledged by every one, on the view of 
His works, and was acknowledged by the wisest 
of the heathen. 

And in the older dispensations there was some 
revelation of the wrath of God against all ungod- 
liness and unrighteousness of men, though the 
full extent and aweful eternity of it was not 
entirely revealed until the way of deliverance 
also was revealed in the Gospel. 

The righteousness which is of God, by Faith, is 
now especially revealed ' to Faith,* and both it 
and the Gospel doctrine of judgment are closely 
bound up in the Person of Him with Whom 
we are brought into communion, in the Holy 
Catholic Church. He it is Who shall judge the 
world in righteousness, and reward every man 
according to his works. He it is Who is the 
source of righteousness before God, and sanc- 
tifying grace to every one that believeth with a 
true and loving Faith, a * Faith that worketh by 
love.' 



* This is the work of God, that we should be- 
lieve on Him Whom He hath sent,®' that we should 
' grow in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ/' The * truth, as it is 
in Jesus,^' comprehends the whole Will of God 
toward man and in man. For our Lord Jesus 
Christ is the Perfect Man, and when we rightly 
know Him, we know what God would have man 
to be — what is the pattern of our perfection — 
what is the mind of the Head, which ought to 
work itself out in all the members. 

O Almighty God, Who hast vouchsafed to make 
Thyself known to Thy creatures, and to shine gra^ 
cumsly itpon them, in the Face of Thy Blessed Son, 
have mercy wpon me, and enable me so to believe 
Thy holy Gospel, and so, by Faith, to see and know 
Thee in Him, that I may attain to that righteotis- 
ness which Thou hast revealed unto Faith, through 
the same Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

« S. John vl 29. ^ 1 S. Peter iii. 18. t Eph. iv. 21. 
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Rom. i. 20. — ^ii. 16. 

The Apostle teaches us that when man's will 
rebels against the light that is given him, that 
light is withdrawn, more or less, and the per- 
verse heart is blinded. Had men used the know- 
ledge of God which they had, and been thankful, 
and glorified Him to the utmost of the powers 
He had given them, they had not been suffered 
to fall into the darkness of their own imagi- 
nations. For they have powers of judgment and 
discernment enough to enable them to find fault 
with others, to cry out against injustice when it 
is practised against themselves, to find fault with 
vice when it suits their purpose to find fault. 
But we cannot find fault with anything as wrong 
without acknowledging that our Creator holds it 
wrong, and that His justice is concerned in pun- 
ishing it. And we do not * glorify Him as God,' 
unless we have Him ever before our eyes, as 
seeing and judging all that we do, and unless we 
are ashamed to do before Him, yea, even in 
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thought, what we know to bo unworthy of His 
design in our creation. 

No wonder, then, that when men forget this 
as they do, they lose the rule of their lives, and 
are led by their wild passions into extravagant 
and outrageous forms of evil. And when they 
actually indulged their invention as to objects of 
worship, instead of honouring with supreme and 
undivided love their true Maker and Father, no 
wonder that they were darkened more and more, 
and that idolatry made a kind of worship of its 
very crimes. 

It is not for us to judge these men one by one. 
We can see what their state was, and that it was 
an evil state, and tended to be worse and worse ; 
and we have to thank God that it has pleased 
Him to give us a new and fuller light. But, in 
the use of that light, each one must take warning 
by the case of mankind with respect to the light 
given them in the beginning. We know more of 
God and of His Will, and have yet more cause 
for thankfulness and reverent awe than the sons 
of Noah of old had. And if we are not tempted 
to the same gross forms of apostasy as were some 
of them, still we are tempted to forget God, and 
to sink ourselves in the things of this life, imtil, 
perchance, we may become as ignorant and cor- 
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nipt, according to our position and in proportion 
to the knowledge given us, as did the very 
nations of Canaan. 

Think we of Christ, God in our flesh, made 
known to us, and teaching us how vfe ought to 
walk and to please God, and revealing to us that 
He will come again to judge the world. How 
ought we to trace His footsteps on earth, and to 
hang upon His lips in His discourses, and strive 
our utmost to find out in everything what He 
would have us do — ^what He woud have us be ! 
How much worse are we, as to 'holding the 
truth in imrighteousness,' if we do not submit 
our whole lives to be guided by the truth we 
hold! We have heard, 'Judge not that ye be 
not judged,* and yet we judge one another ! 

We let ourselves be blinded by our desires, 
and jealousies, and fears of temporal things, and 
forget that every soul stands bare of all disguise 
in the presence of its Creator, the Eternal Judge. 
We need not perplex ourselves as to how he will 
make allowance for the ignorant ; man's concern 
is with what he knows, and how he acts accord- 
ing to what he knows. And since God has been 
pleased to find a way of salvation, not merely by 
blotting out the past, but by opening to us the 
means of truly cleansing the conscience, and re- 
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ceiving the grace of sanctification, we must study 
that way, and give ourselves up to it heartily, to 
walk in it, that we may be saved by it. 

The thought that it may be well to know little, 
and so to be under the less obligation, is a bad, 
unbelieving, unloving thought. It is of the spirit 
of those who hate the light, neither come to the 
light, lest their deeds should be made manifest. 
The discipline of having little light may be need- 
ful to some, to humble them, and to keep them 
longing for more ; but when a man wishes he 
had less, he is unthankful for what he has, and in 
the way to lose it. Such a suggestion may come 
into the mind from the evil one, but it must be 
crushed like a serpent, lest it poison the whole 
man. How shall he bear the light of judgment, 
or of Heaven, who likes not to have even so 
much as God is pleased to give him here, and 
who does not count every moment that is spent 
in the light of the knowledge of God an inesti- 
mable gain, in comparison of spending the same 
time in ignorance of God, living only to himself, 
or even in a less knowledge of God, and without 
the exercise of those regards to Him which are 
the highest acts of our life here. 

O Lord^ Thou hiddest us ask and we shall re- 
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mi;^. Many years ago it was my prayer for a 
long time that Thou wouldest open mine eyes ; I 
thank Thee for the light Thou hast given me 
already i and yet what can I say still ? hut that 
which the blind man said when Thou a^kedst him 
what he would Thou shouldest do unto him, ' Lord, 
tliat I may receive my sight ! ' 
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Rom. ii. 16—29. 

Our wiser moments are those in which we are 
deeply stirred with the fear of God. Perchance 
it may be sin that causes us to fear, but even 
then the fear is better than carelessness, and is 
given us that we may get rid of the sin. Even 
the heathen Gentiles, that had not so much as 
the law of Moses, shewed a law of God, written 
in their hearts by their thoughts accusing or ex- 
cusing one another. And we learn that God's 
judgment will be according to truth, regarding 
all the most secret doings of men, and the utmost 
we can have thought of His strictness will be 
verified. Mercy there may be beyond our thought, 
but there will be searching beyond our thought 
* in the day when God shall judge the secrets of 
men,' according to the Gospel preached by His 
holy Apostles. The Lord our God is * merciful,' 
for He shall * render unto every man according 
to his works.**' There were no recompense for 

^ Psalm Ixii. 12. 
»^ ■ ^^ 
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man's weak and imperfect good will and right 
endeavours, but that God shews mercy on him 
in respect of his failings. But in the Gospel we 
still learn that patience in well doing is needful, 
in order to meet His judgment. And the rebuke 
of him that trusted in the law of Moses, without 
taking pains to keep it, is a fearful warning to 
the careless professor of the Gospel. 

If thou art called a Cliristian, and putteth thy 
trust in the Gospel, and makest thy boast in 
God, and knowest His will, and approvest the 
things that are excellent, being instructed out of 
the Gospel, and standest up for the spiritual 
interpretation of the Law, and the obligation of 
Christ's holy precepts on the heart and con- 
science, dost thou dishonour Christ by neglect- 
ing His laws, profaning His temple, withholding 
His due ? Surely it was not to give license for 
less careful obedience that the doctrine of judg- 
ment was revealed. The long-suffering of God 
was not meant to lead thee to carelessness, but 
to repentance. 

It is, then, in full accordance with the Gospel 
that we should take up Christ's law of love, and 
apply it to our own heart and conscience with a 
strict scrutiny, and strive patiently to fulfil it, not 
discouraged by our fallings short, because we 
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know His mercy, but never slacking our endea- 
vours, because we know His justice, and remem- 
ber that He has bid us * endure to the end,*' as 
we would be saved, and * watch,*' lest we * enter 
into temptation.^' 

In doing this we are on His side, and He will 
not forsake us, but will give His help in due time. 
Only let us be sure of this, that we need not fall 
from Him, and that the * fearful and unbelieving, "*' 
who will not strive to conquer in His strength, 
are not worthy of His high calling. 

Take, then, thine own heart and life, and test 
thine own charity, purity, meekness, humility, 
temperance, devotion, thankfulness, faithfulness 
to engagements, freedom from self and the world, 
watchfulness of the tongue, industry, firmness, 
command of the thoughts and temper, cheerful- 
ness, contentment, by the standard of the known 
will of Christ ; and that not merely in order to 
find them wanting, and say hard things of thyself, 
but honestly with a view to correcting, as thou 
shalt be enabled, all that is found to be wrong, 
and striving after the utmost thou canst attain. 
If thou art sincere, be assured of mercy in the 
day of account ; yet walk in fear, lest anything 
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i S. Matt xxiv. 13. 
1 S.Matt.xxvi41. 



k S. Mark xiii. 37. 
■* Rev. XXL 6. 
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should then be found wanting, not from thine 
infimity, but from thy wUfulness and selfish 
spirit ; and with thy best endeavours trust not in 
thyself, but in the mercy and grace of thy Re- 
deemer. 



O Lord, Who hast declared before unto its Thy 
coming tojridge mankind according to their works ^ 
work Thou in me that which is pleading to Thee, 
and give me grace to yield my members as instru- 
ments of righteousness unto Thee, that I may then 
rejoice at Thy appearing, Who livest and reignest 
for evermore. Amen. 



^ ^ 



Ember Week, 

Rom. iii. 1 — 31. 

We are taught that of those to whom little is 
given, less will be required," and men consider 
now that they have gained a step in largeness of 
thought and Kberality, in that they do not think 
a man will perish everlastingly, because he was 
brought up in heathenism or in heresy, and dies 
in the same. But granting this, or rather leav- 
ing it in perfect confidence with Him Whose 
mercy is over all His works, and Who * is not 
the God of the Jews only, but of the Gentiles 
also ;' what follows ? What is the end of all 
God's work upon earth, and of His command to 
* make disciples of all nations ?°' How can it be 
indifierent to us, not only whether we accept 
the light of His revelation for ourselves, and live 
by it, but whether we extend it to all whom we 
can ? * The times of that ignorance God winked 
at, but now calleth upon all men everywhere to 
repent.P' 

n S. Luke xii. 48. « S. Matt xxviii. 19. p Acts xvii. 30. 
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And again, how can that soul stand before 
God which does not care how it spends any given 
portion of its time, — whether in the light of God, 
or in darkness ? O wretched thought ! that man 
should say to himself, * why may I not live awhile 
to myself, and enjoy the pleasures of the world 
and the flesh, seeing that all may still be well in 
the end ? ' This is far from the truth, far from 
the mind of God's children. They would wish 
earnestly, though nothing more should come of it 
hereafter, to spend each and every portion of 
their lives in the light of God, to know as much 
of His will as He would be pleased to reveal, to 
be assured of His presence with them, and to 
look to Him in all their ways. They know that 
such as they are toward Him, such they really 
are ; if they are doing His will, they are doing 
what is really good ; if not, they are doing evil ; 
and they wish to be truly good, and doing good, 
and to be found in Him Who is the fountain 
of all good. 

And thus it is not for them to set up a proud 
self-satisfied view of their own state, and imagine 
to themselves that they are already such as they 
ought to be, and have need of nothing ; yet still 
their privilege is great, in having what they have, 
and knowing what they know. * If we say that 
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we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His 
word is not in us,^' His whole dealing with us 
is founded on the judgment which declares us all 
sinners, and whoever is truly a child of God hates 
sin, and rejoices in everything that is to free him 
from it. He is glad that the light of the know- 
ledge of God should come and shew him his own 
sinfulness, because he hopes it will be cleansed 
and pardoned. Holy Job needed the manifest 
presence of the Almighty to make him duly 
* abhor himself;'* holy David knew not the 
depth of man's corruption till he had fallen into 
grievous actual sin," and been sharply called to 
account; Solomon knew not the vanity of all 
that man has brought under the sentence of 
death, till he had tried and found it wanting.* 
In all this God's judgment is just, and that of 
the natural man is false ; and as peace and joy 
are not to be had, so also righteousness is not to 
be had but in God's way, by Faith in Him, and 
in His work of Redemption. 

It is not merely that we are told here and 
there in Holy Scripture that all men are sinners, 
but the whole course and order of God's dealing 
with man affirms it, the imiversal call to Faith 

Pis. John i 10. r Job xliL 5, 6. 

• Psalm U. 4, 5. « Eccles. i 12, &c. 



and Repentance affirms it, the Death of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, above all, declares it unequivocally, 
and to that Death, as well as to our own, we have 
to submit, as to the righteous judgment of God, 
We have deserved, not only that we should suffer, 
but that our Head should suffer for us. 

This, then, being the case, and all men being 
included under sin, everything that God gives 
toward the correction of sin, must be accepted 
with the greatest thankfulness. If it be but a 
law, the child of God will put himself on the 
side of that law, and, though he fail, through the 
weakness of the flesh, to observe it fully, still he 
will * delight in it after the inward man,"' and will 
not part with it, but rather hold by it still, cry- 
ing for mercy in that wherein he has offended. 
Such is the case of man under the law, and in 
proportion under every Dispensation, so long as 
he is imperfect. If he has the Love of God, he 
hates sin, and eagerly takes in hand whatever 
means God is pleased to give him of detecting, 
correcting, and destroying it. 

' Out of the deep have I cried unto Thee, O 
Lord : Lord hear my voice I ' 

» Rom. vii. 22. 
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Ember Week. 

Rom. iv. 1 — 25. 

In the Epistle for last Sunday S. Paul beseeches 
that we ' receive not the grace of God in vain,* ' 
and then sets forth the earnest and laborious 
endeavours of himself and his companions to 
bring their work to a good effect, and to avoid 
all occasions of evil to the brethren. In the 
portion of the Epistle to the Romans which 
comes next for me to consider, I find him insist- 
ing on Abraham's faith in opposition to his 
works. 

Abraham, it is clear, obtained the real favour 
of God. But what was his advantage ? Was it 
that God gave him a Law which he observed, 
and was thereby justified, or was the blessing 
after another manner ? It was given after ano- 
ther manner, by promise, which he was called 
upon to believe, and his faith in which was ac- 
counted to him for righteousness. Yet his obe- 
dience was great and glorious amongst men, so 

« 2 Cor. vi 1. 
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that if it were for man to boast^ he might boast 
of it. And the apostle, when it is needful of 
him to speak so, is not afraid to say great things 
even of himself ; ^ yet he does not justify himself 
before God.' And Job, though he holds fast his 
integrity,* and declares of himself, with truth, 
such tldngs as were no smaU praise for a man 
under the Gospel ; * yet, when God is mani- 
fested, abhors himself, and confesses that he has 
spoken that which he did not imderstand.® 
So it is, then, that Abraham, and Job, and all 
I the saints of old, found something far more than 
that which they merited by their obedience, 
something which they were obliged to receive as 
unworthy of so great favour, yea, as unworthy of 
favour at all. And if he speaks there especially 
of what Abraham found in the covenant of cir- 
cimicision, that very covenant was given him not 
as his right, nor that he might by it acquire a 
right due to his own merit, but as a free grant in 
pursuance of that righteousness which he had by 
Faith. 

Many times I have thought of this, and striven 
to see the doctrine contained in it ; and it seems 
to me thus: that Faith is. specially named be- 

y 2 Cor. XL 12. » 1 Cor. iv. 4. 

» Job zxviL 6. b lb. xxiz. 17 ; zxzL 1—40. c lb. xliL 8. 



cause it is that which shews that all is received 
as God's gift, but that it is such Faith as worketh 
by love, for that no other can choose God's ser- 
vice, and take hold of His promise, no other 
faith can really accept Him, or value the good 
things He offers. A loving Faith and a living 
Faith are the same, and no other can either rightly 
claim or actually receive the gifts of God. 

To bring this home then — can a loving Faith 
be an idle negligent Faith ? Can it make much 
of a little obedience, as though it had done great 
things in God's service, as soon as it had made 
some little endeavours? Can it be one that 
would do less if it might, and half wishes it 
knew less that it might have less to do, and re- 
joices in everything that seems to set it free from 
some painful labour of love ? If we are to ex- 
amine ourselves whether we be in the Faith,* 
surely we may call upon ourselves to shew our 
Faith to our own selves by our works,® lest per- 
chance we have received in vain the graces that 
have been given us, because we loved not the 
Truth, believed not its true value, would not 
walk by it, but turned back in our heart to the 
Egypt from which we had been delivered. 

* 2 Cor. xiii. 15. « S. James ii 18. 
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'Blessed is he whose unrighteousness is for- 
given : and whose sin is covered. 

Blessed is the man unto whom the Lord im- 
puteth no sin : and in whose spirit there is no 
guile.' 

" Try me, O God, and seek the ground of my 
heart : 'prove me, and examine my thoughts. Look 
well if there he any way of wickedness in me : and 
lead me in the way everlasting, ^^ 



^■ 
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Ember Week. 
Rom. iii. 20, — iv. 16. 

How is it that boasting is excluded by the law 
of Faith ? On the one hand it declares mercy 
freely on the part of God. On the other hand it 
reveals more clearly than ever the Eternal Law, 
which every man must receive as his only true 
rule who would live by Faith. That great Law 
of Love, which condemns not indeed any that 
truly receive it, but humbles those most truly in 
the dust who most fully and truly take it into 
their hearts, is one that leaves no room for boast- 
ing. By it God claims His due as a Father, not 
as a hard taskmaster, but claims it truly and fully, 
and so that the more of it is paid the more is felt 
yet to be due. Were it paid up to the present, 
there is an Eternity to come, and the loving soul 
cannot be boasting of the past while it has the 
fresh debt of love accruing every instant. All 
good that it can have done, all that it can hope 
to do, all devotion toward God, all charity toward 
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man^ is swallowed up in that infinite debt of Love 
due to the Almighty Goodness of its Creator. 

And what then of sin ? How does it appear 
in the light of this Holy Law ? How far worse 
than under a law of works, which says but * he 
that doeth it shall surely die ! ' The second 
Commandment contains a hint of this truth, but 
surely the full depth of it only became known in 
the Gospel, or rather shall only become known 
in Eternity. Sin takes an awful character under 
the Law of Love, for if all righteousness is Love, 
what can sin be but * hatred of God ! ' * The 
carnal mind is enmity against God, for it is not 
subject to the Law of God, neither indeed can 
be.' ' If then the Law of Love, by its very nature, 
cuts off all boasting, much more does it cut it off 
from those who cannot say they have no sin with- 
out making God a liar, yea, without giving the 
lie to their own consciences. Truly if this law 
were put before man without the mercy of the 
Gospel, and the Grace of the Holy Spirit, it were 
but a mockery of his despair. * Thanks be to 
God for His unspeakable gift.** 

In the Gospel, we know at once our own un- 
worthiness, and the depth of His Love ; and the 
greater that Love, the more are we compelled to 

f Rom. viii 7. ^ 2 Cor. is. 15. 



shrink from any arrogance and bold claiming of 
merit. Whatsoever is good in us, we see to be 
a free gift of that undeserved Love, and to have 
become in us unworthy of the love from which it 
springs. Truly the presence of sin were a thing 
not to be borne by an enlightened soul ; it were 
itself as the torments of hell, did we but see it as 
it is, but for the hope and full assurance that it 
is not to be ever with us, and that if we now 
treat it ever as an enemy, we shall one day be 
delivered from its bondage. Yet what is even 
one sin, yea, long past, and but remembered to 
be bewailed, to take even upon our memory into 
the presence of that Holy God, Whose work we 
have marred, and Whose Temple we have dese- 
crated ! 

Lordy into whose presence nothing can enter 
that dejilethy give me grace with all humility to 
bewail, and with all firmness to renounce, my very 
least sins, and to come before Thee in faith, to be 
renewed and justified, through Thine infinite mercy 
in Christ Jesus our Lord* To Whom with the 
Father and the Holy Ghost be glory for ever. 
Amen, 



* 
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Ember Day. 

Rom. iv. 16 — 25. 

Once more let me strive after one exercise of 
Faith somewhat like that of faithful Abraham. 
It is by Faith like his that we receive the Grace 
required to animate our dull hearts, and make 
that fruitful which seemed dead within us. And 
there is need of the same Faith in these weary- 
days, to believe in the power and goodness of 
God toward His Church. As then Abraham 
staggered not at the strangeness of the promise, 
that multitudes should spring from one as good 
as dead, so it is for us not to doubt but that He 
yet has His multitudes to be bom to His Church 
in her old age and seeming deadness, multitudes 
who may yet inherit the land wherein she so- 
journs, and set forth the glory of her Almighty 
Protector among the nations. 

How hard is it to make the soul rest content- 
edly in His Power to bring about this glorious 
consummation, while we use in Faith all the 
means He has given us toward it, and yet how 
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do the miracles of Grace daily promise its fulfil- 
ment, or at least so much towards it as shall well 
sustain the glories of an age of Martyrs, if not 
those of visible conquest. 

Who can witness the early conflicts of souls, 
training under the Church's solemn discipline, 
and growing in strength, and in skill to wield 
their spiritual armour, without feeling assured 
that Christ has amongst them His faithful ones, 
who shall do valiantly for His Truth in the 
battles that are coming on ? "Weak as each one 
seems in himself, yet we know the weapons of 
our warfare — ^yea, we know by experience enough 
to make us ashamed that we should ever fear the 
very sons of Anak. Great is the Truth, and 
shall prevail ! ^ 

Yet it is a season for us to take up the words 
of our Head, Who *when He saw the multi- 
tudes, was moved with compassion on them, be- 
cause they fainted, and were scattered abroad, as 
sheep having no shepherd.*' 

Then saith He unto His disciples, * The har- 
vest truly is plenteous, but the labourers are few ; 
pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that 
He will send forth labourers into His harvest.' 

And as it is a mockery to wish food and cloth- 

h Esdras iv. 41. * S. Matt. ix. 36. 
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ing to the naked and hungry^ and not striye to 
feed and clothe them, so is it but dealing as dis- 
semblers with God to pray for the enlightening 
of those who sit in darkness, and the gathering of 
the lost sheep, and not to do what can be done 
for them.^ O how blessed axe all those labours 
of love, by which the ministers of Christ, however 
humbly, strive to win souls to Him! How 
blessed are those sacrifices of ease, comfort, in- 
dulgence, by which others aid them in their 
work ! How blessed are those secret prayers, 
which rise up daily before God for their help, 
and those patient strivings of orderly and useful 
life, which manifest God's work to the world, 
and give place for the spread of good example, 
and the training of the young in His holy ways ! 
It is want of Faith to doubt that all efforts, 
however humble, toward doing all for His glory, 
shall have their fruit. His people multiply, 
though Egypt strive to drown the best of their 
offspring, and God gives strength to parents to 
conceal, or marvellously causes princes to cherish, 
or Himself visits in solitude, as the time re- 
quires, those who are to be the leaders and de- 
liverers oFHis people. On earth, one generation 
sees but a little of His work. Our great stand- 

^ S. James i 15 — 17. 
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ing blessings are the fruit of what once was small. 
What is hereafter to be great, is now but a 
germ ; what is now but a household, shall one 
day be a nation ; and he that is now rejected 
and scorned shall one day stand forth mighty in 
God's Name, a terror to Pharaoh, and a glory and 
a guide to Israel. He that will share in the de- 
liverance, let him do his own part ! 

O Lord, who leddest forth Abraham Thy servant 
from Ur of the Chaldees, not knowing whither he 
went, and didst multiply his seed as the stars of 
Heaven, strengthen our Faith, that we may walk 
before Thee and be perfect while we sojourn here, 
and that Thy Church m^y be fruitful and multiply 
and inherit the earth. * It is time for Thee, Lord, 
to lay to Thine hand, for they have destroyed 
Tliy law.' 



*. 
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Ember Week, 

Rom. iv. 16. — v. 11. 

There is another point in which we should do 
well to imitate Abraham's Faith, and in which 
we have great help toward so doing. The work 
which our Christian calling should bring about 
in ourselves, is one surpassing all the powers of 
nature. We cannot of ourselves renew our own 
selves in righteousness, after the Image of God. 
By nature dead in sin,^ and the children of wrath, 
we cannot give ourselves new life. But we may, 
after the example of him who believed the pro- 
mise of a son when it seemed beyond all hope, 
and who could give up that son to death, as 
though it were nothing unreasonable to hope that 
God would raise him again from the dead,™ we 
may trust in Him who has shewn forth in our 
Head the Resurrection to a new life, and may be 
sure that He is able and willing to give us life, 
and to renew in us all holiness after His own 
Image. 

1 Eph. il 3—5. « Heb. xi. 19. 
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This confidence in His strength is the chief 
thing we need in order to overcome our spiritual 
enemies. Satan would persuade us that we can- 
not do this, and cannot do that. It is not true. 
We cannot do it, perchance, perfectly, nor can 
we make ourselves strong against the future, so 
as to be at rest : but in any given duty, when we 
know it to be our duty, the power is given us in 
Him ; the might of Him Who raised up our 
Lord Jesus from the dead is with us, and ready 
to be exercised for us if we be but willing. 

Troubles we must expect, outward and in- 
ward. The very promises lead us to expect 
them, for there would be no help in trouble, no 
deliverance out of trouble, if there were no 
trouble. But * tribulation,' rightly taken, * work- 
eth patience, and patience experience, and expe- 
rience hope, and hope maketh not ashamed, be- 
cause the love of God is shed abroad in our 
hearts.' Love is a great pledge of further gifts 
and mercies, especially if we consider how it was 
first granted us, even while we were yet enemies. 
And such love was granted as men scarce shew 
to their friends. And it should raise our thoughts 
of our own being and destiny, to remember that 
He shewed that favour to His creature even in 
its fallen state, not that it deserved such favour, 
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but that it was made for Himself, yea, made to 
be taken into eternal union with Himself, in the 
Person of our blessed Lord. 

The fact that He has taken our nature upon 
Him, and united us to Himself in it, is so far 
greater than all the acts which have followed 
upon it that it seems to contain and swallow 
them up. Yet we do not act as though we even 
believed them. We do not trust in His power 
as though we knew Christ had raised the dead, 
not to say as though we knew that God had been 
made man. 

Whenever we are tempted, then, let Abraham's 
Faith be our model, and let us not fear to deliver 
the natural man to that which seems a very death 
to him, knowing that our nature has a new and 
glorious life promised to it, and that that very 
creature which we seemed even to be slaying, in 
cutting it off from that without which it seemed 
as though it could live but in a living death, 
shall be raised up into a new life, yea, shall not 
die, but live in the spirit a new life, with better 
hopes, and better joys, with full exercise for all 
its powers in true blessedness, inheriting the 
new heavens and the new earth, and even before 
then inheriting this very earth an hundred fold 
for all that it resigns. But this is not won with- 



FAITH UNDER TRIALS. 37 

» ^ . 

out Faith. Even the people of Israel could draw 
back, and get themselves a forty years wandering 
in the wilderness, instead of the enjoyment of a 
land flowing with milk and honey, because they 
would not trust the power of God to bring them 
into that good land, though He had led them on 
dry land through the depths of the sea. Joshua 
and Caleb had the forty years wandering through 
the sin of others ; yet their Faith failed not of 
its reward, and they lived to inherit the Land of 
Promise, while those who were unbelieving died 
in the wilderness. * He that will save his life 
shall lose it.^' 

O Lordf Who hiddest Thy people he strong in 
the power of Thy mighty give me grace to go for- 
ward in Faith against the enemies of my soul, and 
to forsake all that would keep me hack from Thee^ 
for the sake of Him Who hath passed throtigh 
death for tis, Thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

>* S. Matt xvl 25. 
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Ember Day, 

Rom. v. 1 — 21. 

The Apostle leads us on to a great Mystery of 
God, which he does not explain, because it can- 
not be entirely explained, but sets forth, and 
makes plain to the dull or doubting mind, by a 
strong analogy. It is the Mystery of the New 
Creation in Righteousness, and the Redemption 
of our fallen race by our One Righteous Head. 
This he illustrates, and in a manner proves, by 
the former acknowledged mystery of the fall of 
mankind in one head, the first Adam, through 
whom death reigned before the giving of the law, 
and over those who had not sinned after the 
similitude of his transgression. If God thus in- 
flicted death upon millions for one man*s sin, 
much more might He make a free grant of 
Righteousness to the spiritual seed of the One 
Righteous One, purchased with His Blood, and 
united to Him by His Spirit dwelling in them. 

It is well sometimes to dwell upon this 
thought, as it sets forth the freeness of Divine 



Grace in its origin and beginning, and as it shews 
the entire derivation of its whole work from the 
counsel of God, before the beginning of the 
world, which was in His Son. If he chose the 
people of Israel, not because they were many, 
for they were the fewest of all people," nor be- 
cause they were righteous, for they were a stiff- 
necked people,^ but yet loved them for their 
fathers' sakes, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob ; how 
much more did He choose His own from among 
mankind, not in themselves, but in the Father of 
the new race, the Second Adam, beloved before 
all worlds, in whom He is not ashamed to be 
called their Father ! 

This is not only to be acknowledged, but to 
be dwelt upon with wonder and praise, till the 
mind is lost in the thought. We are not to set 
this truth against that which requires man's own 
exertions in order to his salvation. The two are, 
as it were, in different worlds, and each is per- 
fectly true in that point of view in which we can 
apprehend it. Those who are saved are saved 
by means, as everything else is done by means, 
and those who neglect the means are not saved. 
But the source of all salvation, and of all means 
toward it, is in this mysterious unfathomable 

® Deut vil 7. P lb. ix. 6. 
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purpose of God, and we are called on to con- 
template it here an abyss of good-will and of 
Grace. 

And as we turn back from that thought to the 
world as it is, and contemplate its perishing mil- 
lions, we may wonder again, although we know 
that God is just, and that His mercy is over all 
His works. Why are all these, for whom Christ 
died, wandering like sheep without a shepherd ? 
Why are His people still a little flock, compared 
with the myriads of mankind ? 

We cannot tell why, but we know the duty 
that follows — * Pray ye the Lord of the harvest 
that He will send forth labourers into His har- 
vest.^' And if we are to pray, we know also 
that we are to co-operate, that those who labour 
in feeding His flock may give thanks for * our 
fellowship with them in the Gospel.'* Who 
shall not be found wanting in much that he 
might have done, by prayer, by contribution, by 
charity, by example, toward extending the king- 
dom and the family of Christ among men, and 
gathering in to Him the purchase of His Blood ? 

The sin of the first Adam passes on to all his 
posterity, independently of the will of interven- 
ing generations. So does the virtue of Christ's 

q S. Matt. ix. 38. ' PhiL i, 5. 
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Atonement descend from age to age on aU that 
believe in Him^ whether those who convey the 
knowledge of His truth be good or bad. Still 
original sin is made more effectual to corruption 
by evil example, and Grace itself, though a 
Divine Power, deigns to take man into co-opera- 
tion, and to extend and apply itself by means of 
the * joints and bands' of the Mystical Body of 
Christ. Let not the instrument glorify itself, for 
the life is from Him ; let it not be slack in con- 
veying that which it may, for it is from Him. 
His must be all the glory, but the duty is even 
the greater for us, because it is in Him, and from 
Him, and to Him. 

O Lord, Who knowest Thine own from the be- 
ginning, number me, I beseech Thee, amongst Thy 
redeemed, and let me partake of the new Ufe that 
is given in Christ Jesus our Lord ; and give me 
grace to work together with Thy servants, both by 
prayer and labour, toward the accomplishing of the 
number of Thine elect, that I may rejoice with 
them at the gathering in of all, through the same 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



^'•^ 
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Ember Day. 

Rom. v. 1 — 21. 

It is a glorious thought, that of the * Reign of 
Righteousness/ even more glorious than that of 
the * reign of sin unto death' is fearful, only that 
it requires more of Faith to see it. Or rather to 
see both in their true light requires great and 
strong Faith. For the * reign of sin imto death' 
is not only what we see with our outward eyes, 
or readily realise by the exercise of reason, sad 
as is that spectacle to mere sense and human 
philosophy. There is a deeper misery in sin, a 
more malignant alienation from God, than man 
allows himself to think of, in reigning sin. And 
that in any that wretched enmity should become 
eternal, and that creatures made in the image of 
God should turn away from Him, and set them- 
selves against His infinite goodness, and remain 
for ever the objects of His wrath, is a thing 
more dreadful than we know how to conceive. 
Little, in comparison of this, is the bitterness of 
natural death, now the lot of a whole creation. 
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or even of the strifes and disorders, mingled 
though they are with mental agony, of a dis- 
tracted world. Nature was created good, and 
hence some remnants of her original beauty still 
relieve the most harrowing scenes. We have no 
conception adequate to the misery of unmixed evil. 
Sad experience, indeed, has taught too many 
what * reigning sin' is, and those who have es- 
caped the dominion and tyranny of even one of 
the serpent's brood, and learned the peaceful 
ways of true wisdom, know more, perhaps, of 
the real horror of enmity with God, and of the 
contrast between sin and Righteousness, life 
and death, than would ever be taught through 
the imagination, by the contemplation of flames 
and brimstone, chains of darkness, and gnawing 
vipers, compared with golden streets, living 
waters, and twelvefold fruits of the Tree of Life. 
Not that one may think lightly of these sjrmbols ; 
rather do we thank God for them, and feel as- 
sured that those will see most in them who have 
the fullest experience of the spiritual realities, 
and who, if they have not, through God's mercy, 
gone far within the realms of darkness, can at 
least form an estimate of their dreariness by con- 
trast with the good things of the Heavenly 
Kingdom. 
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Still, who is there of us that knows even the 
present glories of that Kingdom ? Who sees with 
open face the Heavenly visitants who come and 
dwell with him, and within liim, during his so- 
journ here ? Do not the Saints still entertain 
angels, and the Lord of angels, unawares ? And 
when they are aware of it, how imperfect is their 
apprehension of the very truth they know ! Two 
or three assembled in the name of Christ, how 
little do they know of that presence of His among 
them of which they cannot doubt ! 

Oh that we could in heart and mind thither 
ascend where He is, and with Him continually 
dwell. Yet, perchance, it is not well to spend 
our thoughts in vain longings for a sense of that 
which God wills we should at present know by 
Faith only. For the present, let it be enough 
that we know that Grace reigns, and is victorious 
over sin, and that we may share that victory if 
we are truly united to Him Who is the source of 
all Grace. And let us try to deepen in our hearts 
the sense of what are Grace and Righteousness, 
and what are sin and wrath, that we may perse- 
veringly refuse the evil and choose the good, and 
in the end be found in Him of Whom we have 
our new life here, and our hopes of the life to 
come. 



THE REIGN OF RIGHTEOUSNESS. 45 

Lord, Who didst make its out of nothing for a 
life in communion with Thyself have mercy upon 
zcs, and suffer tcs not to fall under the power of any 
sin, but reign Thou in our hearts, and over the 
whole course of our lives, by the Faith of Thy 
blessed Son Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. 
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Rom. vi. 1 — 25. 

Did God give His law merely to produce trans- 
gressions, or must we give another sense to those 
words ? It should seem that we must give another 
sense to them, seeing that the privilege of the 
Jews is said to be great, * chiefly because to them 
were committed the oracles of God.' It is true 
that the oracles of God went beyond the Law, and 
comprised prophecies of the Gospel. And the 
Law itself, even in condemning, acted the part of 
a schoolmaster, to bring men to Christ,^ (or rather 
a servant, to guide them to the True Teacher.) 

Yet perhaps we may say that the particular 
manner of giving the Law — its * coming in by the 
way,' rather than the very act of giving it, was 
in order that the offence might abound. And 
again, it is to be borne in mind that he is speak- 
ing here of justification, and shewing what the 
Law would do with respect to it. In which 
respect it is true that so far from serving the 
purpose of justifying its hearers, it did, on the 

• GaL iii. 24. The Greek is " -jratiaycoyos." 



contrary, serve to find them guilty in numerous 
transgressions, and so to bring them to seek re- 
mission of sins. 

Again, it may be that he does not mean that 
the Law came in in order to cause acts which were 
wrong, but in order to give them the character of 
transgressions. And this was indeed a good ob- 
ject, and a natural step in the course of man's 
restoration. For before the remedy for sin could 
be appreciated, it was necessary that the nature 
of sin and the hold it had on mankind should be 
known. Now nothing could serve this purpose 
more effectually than the giving of a Law, holy, 
just, and good, in itself, but, as such a Law must 
be, beyond the unassisted powers of man to keep 
perfectly. 

And this being done, the very transgressions 
of the Law would turn, in some sort, to the glory 
of God. They would show how good and wise 
is His will compared with man's will, and they 
would show the need of the promised gifts of His 
Grace, and the justice of His acts of condemna- 
tion, and of His great act of mercy and justice 
united, the atonement made by our blessed Lord 
for our sins. 

But this reason no longer applies to those who, 
in Him, have died unto sin and risen again unto 



righteousness. Rather in them the more eflfective 
is His Grace, the more is He exalted and glori- 
fied. Were they were freed entirely from sin, 
by His Grace, it would be still by Grace, and to 
His glory, not their own. And if sin remains 
and rules in them, it seems rather as though He 
were not able to conquer sin, and as though the 
enemy were too strong for His sanctifying Grace. 
Bondage to sin was part of the old punishment 
of sin. Those chains are broken by the grace of 
the Gospel. Death puts an end to the slavery 
imposed by the Law, and, so far at least as the 
Law is concerned, leaves a man free. And so they 
that are in Christ dead to sin, are no longer held 
in that bondage, no longer obliged to serve their 
hard self-chosen masters, but set free by the 
same Grace, which takes them out of their old 
life, and puts them into a new state of being. 

* Grace abounds' through the very abounding 
of sin in another state — ^in ignorance of it, or 
imbelieving resistance to it — almost as a natural 
consequence. But sin under Grace is another 
thing. And if there be such miracles of Grace 
as that it is even glorified and made to abound by 
means of men's sins under it and against it, yet it 
must be by a change of the man, upon which he 
j cannot calculate beforehand. 
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Blessed be God I we believe that there are such 
miracles. But how awful is the thought of our 
sins committed under Grace, when we place them 
in the light of the statement here made by the 
Apostle, of the present newness of our life in 
Christ! 

Lord, who hast glorified Thy Grace, in catmnff 
it to abound toward sinners, have mercy upon us, 
and further glorify it in delivering us from our sins, 
that we may ever be found in Thee, Who livest and 
reignest with the Father and the Holy Ghost, one 
God, world without end. Amen, 



£ 



Second Week m LetU. 
Rom. vi. 1 — 23. 

There is a mystery in death* It was appointed 
from the first as the punishment of sin, but so 
that it should likewise be the cure of sin. * He 
shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his 
heel.*' It is true there would be no healing 
power in it but for the death of Him Who made 
atonement for all mankind. But that death dates 
before the foimdation of the world in the counsels 
of the Almighty, and no doubt all things were 
ordered from the first with a view to it, and if 
sacrifice was not a command of God to our first 
parents when driven from Paradise, at least it 
was from Him they received that instinctive 
notion of atonement upon which it is grounded, 
or that prophetic intimation which it faintly 
imitated. 

If we would imderstand more of this, we must 
receive what we are taught with humility, and 
not think to make the doings of God plain to our 

^ Gen. iii 15. 
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human philosophy. We cannot say that He 
must have proceeded thus and not thus to work 
out His gracious purposes, but we may see a 
great fitness and efficacy in the means He has 
chosen. Nothing could bear more effectual wit- 
ness, than does this connection of death with the 
doing away of sin, to the great truths concerning 
our life in the Son of God, which are the very 
foundations of Christian faith and practice. 

The true spiritual life of a creature is a life 
unto God. A creature that is not capable of 
such a life is of another order than one which is. 
To command whole worlds were less than to have 
such a knowledge of God as may be possessed by 
a beggar or a child ; and any one who has once 
felt what it is to have communion with his 
Maker, would feel that to take that power from 
him would be to degrade him to the level, per- 
chance below the level, of the beasts that perish. 
It would make his life such as could not be truly 
called life, since he would be as dead to the source 
of all life. His thoughts would be of things 
below him, or of beings outwardly like himself, 
but of whose inmost and deepest life he would 
have no notion. Life would be to him but a 
principle of motion and sensation, not a conscious 
abiding in the Eternal. 

tj* ■ ^ 
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Yet, if the carnal life is to be in itself unre- 
strained, and if man is to be a god to himself, 
knowing good and evil, he must become dead to 
this spiritual life, and having become so, he can 
only return to life by dying to that carnal state 
which he has so miserably chosen. Thus the law 
of God reflects the first and most essential prin- 
ciples of His rational creation, and those princi- 
ples are carried out even to the point of deter- 
mining the meaning and result of natural death. 
Natural death is used in God's providence for 
the cleansing of the world from crying sins, yea, 
it should seem also toward the cleansing of the 
soul from the pollutions of the world. 

This, however, we may see, that the Mosaic 
law, which was given for the regulation of this 
present life, naturally and suitably made death 
the limit of its obligations and its penalties, as 
weU as of its express and particular promises. 
Not that God's moral law could ever really ac- 
quit a man, so soon as he should be dead, for 
whatever he might have done in this life, but 
that God was pleased so to order it in His mercy, 
that He might leave all after death open for the 
blessed effects of the great sacrifice^-for the 
communication of a New Life from Him Who 
died for us and rose again. 
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What IS here and elsewhere said of death seems 
to give a hint of its being a door of mercy to 
some who have not known of their Redemption 
in this life. But we are not concerned with 
them, further than to be glad of every ground of 
hope that there is good yet in store for them. 
The practical thought for us is, that of the 
* death unto sin, and new birth unto righteous^ 
ness,' of those who are baptized into Christ, and 
of God's will concerning us, for our sanctification. 

We see that our salvation is through death, 
and it must be, on our part, a real death unto 
sin, or we cannot live to God. When we were 
made partakers of Christ, we were made truly 
partakers of His death. Our sins were remitted 
as though we had died and been bom again. We 
received a new life, by the Holy Spirit coming to 
dwell in us, a life imto God. How shall we, 
that are dead unto sin, live any longer therein ? 
If we turn to it again, we bring ourselves under 
the law from which we had been freed, for of 
those who do so we read that * God is the avenger 
of all such."' But we ought not to need this 
threat, but rather to lose ourselves in the thought 
of that by which we were Redeemed, and choose 
with all our heart to live the true life, and to 

u 1 ThesB. iv. 6. 
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abide in Him Who gives us a share in that blessed 
state to which He is risen. 

Blessed Lord, Who through death hast destroyed 
him that had the power of deaths grant us so to 
share in Thy death to this world, that we may 
partake also of the new life that is in Thee, and 
abide in the knowledge and love of Thee for ever. 
Amen. 



* 



Second Week in Lent 
Rom. vii. 1 — 6. 

The Apostle glories in the name of a * servant' of 
Christ, but that is in his especial capacity of 
ministering the Gospel. When he speaks of the 
state of Christians it is not so, but * children' of 
God, * brethren' of Christ. And here, when he 
speaks of our becoming * servants' of righteous- 
ness, he says, * I speak after the manner of men,' 
meaning, perhaps, that though the service of sin 
is real slavery, the service of righteousness should 
rather be called freedom. Yet, if we are to 
work after the manner of slaves or hirelings, at 
least let us serve the good Master, Who gives 
freely over our due, eternal life, not the op- 
pressor, who exacts hard service, and gives the 
wages of death. If we have gotten but another 
Master in the change, we have found one at least 
who deals well with His servants. But the 
change is undone if we return to our old op- 
pressor. * His servants ye are to whom ye obey.' 
However, this might be said in some sort if 
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we had only passed from the state of heathen 
nature into the service of God in the law, only 
that the words * being freed from sin," would not 
have their full sense. So he goes on to shew 
that we are freed even from the law, too, so far 
as the carnal * letter*' is concerned, in that our 
change is made by a partaking of the very death 
of Christ. For the law of Moses was for man's 
life in this world, and so it ceased to have power 
over him when he died to this world, and became 
a citizen of Heaven. He then became one of the 
Church, wedded to Christ, a new husband in a 
new life, to bear fruit unto God. And being in 
the new life, which is by virtue of the Indwelling 
Spirit, the new obedience is spiritual, not carnal. 
Not that the members of the body are not bound 
by it, for they are bound in all their actions to 
obey the laws of the Spirit of Life, but that they 
are now no longer tied to the old carnal ordi- 
nances, which seemed at least to place holiness in 
outward observances. 

The carnal nature was made to be the servant 
of the spiritual, and so it vrill be in the most per- 
fect state, though a willing servant. But in the 
Gospel, the rational soul, the real man, is free, 
so soon as it is duly united with the Spirit from 

« 2 Cor. iii 6. 
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above. In the service of sin, the members are 
the slaves of sin, and, what is worse, the rational 
soul itself is the slave of the body, that is, the 
slave of sin. It is true that the spiritual free- 
dom of the Christian is something different from, 
and much higher than, the freedom of the phi- 
losopher, who merely sets the soul above the 
body, and reason above passion, but it contains 
that within itself. The Christian soul must be 
set above the body, and have the body for its 
obedient instrument, or it cannot carry out the 
piu*poses of the Spirit, in which God is to be 
served with all things, and as He is loved with 
all the heart, so is He to be loved also with all 
the soul and with all the ^strength.^' Every 
power must be subject to Him, and therefore to 
that which rules for Him in man. And yet this 
is not slavery, though men choose to call it so, 
and cannot but call it so through their weakness. 
It is not slavery, but the only freedom. 

It is a maxim of philosophy, that nature is 
conquered by obeying her laws, and so it is true 
in the spiritual world, that the greatest gains 
cannot be made but by obeying the conditions 
which God has laid down for their attainment. 
The liberty that men seek, to go out of the lines 

7 S. Luke X. 27. 
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He has laid down for them, is but a liberty to 
entangle themselves in bonds of difficulty or of 
misery, and to hold themselves back &om their 
own highest blessedness. 

They say, perchance, *aye, but we would 
choose for ourselves,' that is, they would be wiser 
than their Maker, and would be gods to them- 
selves. *My soul, enter not thou into their 
counsel, and to their assembly be not thou 
united ! ' 

Lord, Who hast delivered us from bondage, 
and made us free to serve Thee in righteousness, 
take not away from us Thy free Spirit, but give us 
Grace to walk ever before Thee in newness of Ufe, 
and in the liberty which Thou hast given us, Who 
Uvest and reignest with the Father and the Holy 
Ghost, ever one God world without end, jimen. 
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Second Week in Lent, 
Rom, vii. 6 — 25. 

A Law was needful for man, though it could not 
give him life. No law could do so, and therefore 
it is not any fault in the Law of God that it did 
not. What Law could do, that it did, though it 
had been to little purpose if there had been no- 
thing better than a mere law for man. Sin there 
would be in man with or without law, though 
sin were not imputed for acts not done against 
any known law, and though sin lay dormant in 
many things when not called forth by the com- 
mandment. Yet, that commandment being good, 
sin was quiet in him, rather because it was in 
quiet possession than because it was well with 
him ; and if he were to render to God the con- 
scious and willing obedience of his whole nature, 
a law there must be, and a law entering into the 
very depths of his conscience, and extending to 
all the details of his life. 

Such a law would afford a kind of outward 
image of holiness, to be afterward animated by 
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the Spirit, but in itself it would not give strength 
for its own performance, and, consequently, it 
would only shew the depth of man's fall, without 
affording a remedy. A truth it is, and one that 
we know by sad experience, that a command is 
often made known to us only to awaken our 
carnal nature, the dormant incUnation to resist, 
and we are tempted to throw the blame, if not on 
the commandment (as too many do), at least on 
the occasion that brought it to our notice. Such, 
however, is not the mind of the Apostle, or the 
person in whose name he speaks. The com- 
mandment, at least, is cleared from all blame, 
and the reason of the inward man approves it 
without hesitation. But man's will, as grounded 
upon reason, does not at once take effect in 
action. His passions come nearer to action than 
his reason, and so almost always get the better. 
And if, in any case, reason has the practical mas* 
tery, the natural man still has desires which are 
against the precept * Thou shalt not covet.' So 
that some have understood the Apostle here to 
speak of his own state as a Christian, and to 
mean that he cannot help evil thoughts and 
desires coming into his mind, however much he 
resists them. This was even St. Augustine's 
second thought on the passage, and it may be so 
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interpreted without implying any erroneous 
doctrine, though certainly less suitably to the 
words and context. Only the meaning will be 
somewhat different as we take it of a soul under 
the Law or under Grace, since the gift of the 
Holy Spirit does most certainly enable the soul 
to throw off what is evil with far less of consent 
to it, even in thought, than is the case with the 
natural man under the Law, though he strive 
against it. 

The phrase, *it is not I that do it, but sin 
that dwelleth in me,' cannot be referred, indeed, 
to any act in which there is a deliberate consent 
of the will, but may be applied to a kind of un- 
willing and impulsive action of the natural man, 
or to the imwilling and resisted desire of the old 
nature in the spiritual man. The distinction is 
clearly drawn — that as imder Grace we need not, 
and mtist not, yield oursehes, (either in body or 
soul,) to obey the wandering desires of the carnal 
mind. And the liberty that we have not to do 
so arises from * the Grace of God in Christ Jesus 
our Lord.^ ' 

O Lord, in Whom alone we have deliverance 
from the body of sin and death, have mercy upon 

< So some readj the doctrine is implied in the received text as 
followed by our version. 
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tu, and give us Grace to subdue all the evil 
motions of the old man within us, and to live ac- 
cording to our new Ufe which we have in Thee, to 
Whom with the Father and the Holy Ghost be all 
glory 9 now and evermore. Amen. 
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Second Week in Lent, 

Rom. viii. 1 — 17. 

The spiritual man is freed, in Christ, not only 
from the imperious power of indwelling corrup- 
tion, but also from the threatening bondage of 
the law of works, so long as he walks after the 
spirit, that is, so long as his settled purpose of 
will is to do the will of God in all his daily walk. 
While he does this, sanctification is viewed by 
him, and truly given to him, rather as salvation 
itself than as a condition of his salvation. For 
s.uch is the truth. The carnal mind, the devotion 
of the spirit of man to things of time, sense, and 
self, is enmity against God, for it is not subject 
to the law of God, neither indeed can be. To 
walk after the flesh is, therefore, to choose to be 
dead to God, and the soul only deceives itself 
when it fancies it can make this choice in par- 
ticulars without making it on the whole. If such 
is its choice, it is dead to God, and it chooses 
death. 

Life unto God, and peace with Him, must be 



— » 

64 THURSDAY. 

chosen wholly if at all. * God is Lights and in 
Him is no darkness at all.^' If we say that we 
know God, and walk in darkness^ we lie, and do 
not the truth. * If ye live after the flesh, ye 
shall die. But if ye, through the spirit, do 
mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live.' 
Nothing can be plainer than this, only that men 
must needs be wise above what is written, and 
bring the counsels of God into a system. 

The truth which is needed to make these 
things clear and consistent is what was stated just 
now, that holiness is not a mere condition of 
salvation, but is itself salvation. Men are apt to 
view happiness as consisting in certain external 
gifts, and so think they must either be given as 
rewards for merit, or in a certain absolute and 
irrespective way, so that men are not subject to 
any law in order to receive them. But the fact 
is that salvation is a certain relation of the soul 
to God, and since God changes not, the soul that 
is saved from a state of sin must be changed. It 
is true that what may be called the outward and 
additional blessings of Heaven, and of the Com- 
munion of Saints upon earth, follow upon peace 
with God. But that peace with God is itself 
the salvation, and it is inseparable from holiness. 

« 1 S. John i 5, 
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They are one thing viewed in two lights. They 
are the effects of the indwelling Spirit uniting 
the soul with Itself and with Christ. Thus 
appears at once the freeness of the gift^ and the 
absolute necessity of holiness. 

And, on the other side, thus appears too, the 
necessity of a careful walk and conversation, for 
Satan's device is throughout to draw us in this or 
that to renounce our Christian profession, he 
knows that God's people will not openly and 
straightforward give up Christ and take to the 
service of sin, as such. Therefore he tries to 
present the alternative, in various alluring forms, 
in matters, he would have us believe, of little 
consequence, or, what is worse, (if he can so 
prevail over us) which God will excuse. This 
last is the most fatal delusion, but against both 
we must be well on our guard. The will of 
God is His will, be it in great things or small, 
and He is a jealous God, and cannot admit an 
idol to share His throne, * Ye cannot serve God 
and mammon.^' 'Be not deceived, God is not 
mocked, whatever a man soweth that shall he 
rea/py *Ye cannot be partakers of the Lord's 
Table and of the table of devils.*' 

b S. Matt vi 24. « GaL vi 7. ^ \ Cor. x. 21. 
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O God Whom to know is life eternal^ give me, I 
beseech Thee, a will at peace with Thee, that ever 
abiding in Thy Son Jesus Christ my Saviour, I 
may walk in the Spirit, and find in Thee mine 
eternal blessedness, throtigh the same Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 
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Second Week in Lent. 
Rom. viii. 1 — 28. 

What is this * that the righteousness of the Law 
might be fulfilled in us V For, after all, we do 
not fulfil the Law, as God counts fulfilment. I 
believe it is, * that the justification of the Law 
might be fulfilled,' as some have taken it ; or, 
again, * that the actual righteousness of the Law 
might be fulfilled in the body of Christ, through 
its Head.' For even this is not too bold for the 
Apostle's way of speaking, or rather, is not too 
much to understand in the great and wonderful 
truth of Christ uniting man to Himself. For 
certain it is that those who are truly united to 
Him partake of that righteousness (with reverence 
be it spoken) in which the Man Christ Jesus stands 
before the Father. They stand not as themselves 
or as their own, but as His, yea, as members of 
Him, and while they are such God cannot be dis- 
pleased with them, save so far as to correct what is 
amiss in them. * Every branch that beareth fruit, 
he purgeth, that it may bring forth more fruit.®' 

e S. John XV. 2—5. 
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Perhaps men have not thought enough, in 
general, how this truth bears upon the Mystery 
of Redemption, and especially upon the question, 
why it was no other than the very Son of God 
Himself Who became man for our sakes. It 
may be this — that no other was capable of so 
uniting man to Himself; no other was capable 
of at once dwelling undefiled in thousands whom 
He had to rescue from corruption, and by in- 
dwelling uniting them entirely to God. 

In this view the obligation of walking not after 
the flesh but after the Spirit appears most clearly, 
and is seen to be not merely a law imposed by 
the Almighty, but essential to the very nature of 
the case. Choosing the carnal life is an actual 
departure from Christ, That He separates from 
a soul so doing is not a mere act of judgment, 
though it be truly consummated in judgment, 
(for to say otherwise were to make Him both 
false and imjust,) but by the very act and will of 
the soul itself. The branch that bears no fruit 
bears none because it shuts out from its own self 
the life that was flowing to it from the Vine, and 
if it is cut off, it is cut off because it has first 
destroyed its own life. 

Freely and absolutely as our salvation comes 
from God, He offers it to us through our own 
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will, or rather gives it to us to be held with our 
own will. Full indeed may be our confidence 
that He will not forsake us, yea, that our frail 
will shall have every aid and support that it 
ought to have in guarding so inestimable a 
treasure, beset by such enemies as surround it 
on all sides. If we falter, He will warn us, if 
we begin to depart, He will recall us ; but we 
must be warned, we must obey His call. And 
awful, most awful, is the thought that He hath 
set before us death and life, and that our choice 
is between them. Our life is none the less of 
Him because our death, if we die, is of ourselves. 
Only this let me bear in mind when sin would 
tempt me, that that very gilded, enticing, plausi- 
ble thing IS DEATH, is enmity against God. 
And on the other hand, in choosing righteousness, 
surely it is a most blessed thought, that I do not 
stand alone, but abide in Him Who is truly 
Righteous, and Who will at last, if I abide in 
Him to the end, unite me wholly to Himself in 
perfect and everlasting righteousness. 



Blessed be God/ 
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Second Week in Leni, 
Rom. viii. 14 — 39, 

The doctrine of adoption is in itself a kindly and 
cheering one ; and yet men shrink from it, and 
explain it away as figurative, and receive as little 
of it as they can. Some true and simple souls 
perhaps, from being shocked at the presumption 
of those who make much of the words, without 
entering into the spirit of it. But far more, is 
it to be feared, are those who do not like the 
doctrine because it is too high and holy for them ; 
because it places the Christian in so awful a 
nearness to God, and so utterly condemns him, 
if he walks imworthy of his profession. For this 
doctrine makes his sin not a mere inconsistency, 
but a resistance to actual Grace, and a dishonour 
done to a great gift of God. 

The gift of Sonship is described not as a mere 
reception into favour, but as an implanting of the 
Spirit of Christ, Who is ready to abide in the 
soul through life, through death, through eter- 
nity ; and the consequence of Whose presence is, 
I. t j^ 
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that those in whom He dwells cannot be hurt by 
the second death, any more than Christ Himself 
could be holden by the bands of the grave. For 
through His indwelling even our mortal bodies 
shall be raised again to eternal life. 

His presence is our great security against all 
enemies, if we are willing to give ourselves up to 
Him, to cherish the thought of His abiding in 
us, to watch against all that may grieve Him, to 
strive to choose nothing that is contrary to those 
holy motions by which He directs us. And as 
the Humanity of our Lord has received the name 
of Sonship from being specially formed by the 
same Holy Spirit, (although having other claims 
to that title,) so is the new nature, formed after 
His Image in the Christian, by the Holy Ghost, 
a true ground for giving him the name of a son. 
And the Apostle traces the analogy of Sonship 
yet further, * if children, then heirs, heirs of God, 
and joint heirs with Christ.' And he proves the 
title to this blessedness by the witness of the in- 
dwelling Spirit. 

Sad it is that so inestimable a blessing as this 
assurance should seem almost to be forfeited 
through some men's abuse of God's gifts. Yet 
it is our duty to strive after it, not impatiently, 
as insisting that we must have certainty, but 



meekly waiting while we strive most earnestly to 
attain that simple concurrence of will with Him 
Who dwells in us and guides us^ which leads to 
a childlike confidence in Him. 

Now this does not mean a perfect rectification 
of all the impulses of the natural man. Per- 
chance they may remain much out of order, for 
our trial, as long as we live. But the deliberate 
will of the soul must be surrendered wholly to 
God. The will must be firmly set to obey His 
commandments, and to make that our object all 
our days. Nothing less will satisfy not merely 
His Law in the result, but the very necessity of 
the case. For he can have no right to assurance 
of his being a child of God who does not really 
know whether he wishes to be one or not — 
wishes, that is, in the steady bent of his will. 
For a man may wish to have things together 
which he cannot have together, and against deal- 
ing so with God we are already well warned. 
The child is confident of a father's love, though 
sometimes under displeasure, because it has a 
settled will to abide in that love, and cannot even 
conceive anything so unnatural as to break from 
it. The child who can think of such a thing has 
lost the great blessing of childhood. 
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O Xore?, Who hast made us Thine own children 
by adoption and grace, have mercy upon us, and 
enable its to continue dutiful members of Thine own 
family, and finally to inherit everlasting life, with 
Thine ever blessed and only begotten Son Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen* 
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Rom. viii. 24 — 39. 

* We are saved in hope ;' it is no contradiction, 
for our salvation, though already ours, is not yet 
revealed to sight, but only to faith and hope. 
The whole creation waits for it to be revealed 
openly, which will be the accomplished deliver- 
ance of Redemption. We ourselves, who have 
the First-fruits of the Spirit, wait for that which 
is to make us wholly sons, the renovation of body 
as well as spirit, the redemption or complete de- 
liverance of our body from the bondage of cor- 
ruption. We are sons — as S. John says * now are 
we the sons of God,'' in spirit, and therefore in 
hope, as to our whole nature, body, soul, and 
spirit. * We know not what we shall be, but we 
know that when He shall appear, we shall be like 
Him, for we shall see Him as He is.' And our 
Lord speaks of the same as making our sonship 
complete, when He says, * In the resurrection 
they neither marry nor are given in marriage, 
for they are equial to the Angels, for they are 

f S.Johniii.2. 
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the children of God, being the children of the 
resurrection.8' 

The Apostle most justly declares the sufferings 
of this life to be unworthy of consideration, as 
compared with the glory that is to be hereafter, 
yet he says that ' we groan,' in patience indeed, 
but still ' we groan, waiting for the adoption, the 
redemption of our body.' He would have us 
rejoice in tribulation, and glory in what we suffer 
for the name of Christ, but still we must groan 
when we think what we are in ourselves, even 
under Grace. 

That we can at all be tempted of evil is a misery. 
That our souls, which have been enlightened to 
know somewhat of the glory of God, and to ap- 
prehend, by faith, their union with the HoKest, 
should, in anywise, be capable of being allured 
by vain and earthly desires, and drawn after that 
which they cannot follow without forsaking their 
heavenly hopes, after that which is utterly un- 
worthy of those who belong to God and to Christ, 
and who have tasted of the Heavenly gift, is a 
misery, and matter for bitter groaning. And yet 
it is to be borne with patience, the most of it 
being the consequence and punishment of our 
own sins, in choosing evil, when we might have 

r S. Matt xxil 30 : S. Luke xx. 35, 36. 
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chosen good, in indulging the fleshy when we 
might have tamed it^ in seeking to please self^ 
when we might have resolved to do the wiU of 
God. 

Yet even in this misery there is one blessed 
and cheering thought, that He Who has chosen 
us in the still deeper misery of wilful sin, or at 
least, that of utter alienation in which we were 
bom, will not forsake us when our spirit and will 
are with Him, and in the keeping of His own 
Spirit. He will not suffer the accuser to pre- 
vail, whose temptations, sad though they are and 
humbling. He enables us to resist, or, if in any- 
thing he has prevailed, enables us at least to 
repent and deplore it, and to return to Himself. 
And if we abide in Him we are well assured that 
the day will come when He will entirely deliver 
us from the powers of evil, and the kingdom of 
Grace shall pass into that of Glory. 

Tlianks he to God for His unspeakable gift J 
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Third Week m Lent, 
Rom. viii. 28 — 39. 

The counsel of God in the salvation of man is so 
distinctly set before us in Holy Scripture that 
we must not be afraid to contemplate it. We 
cannot indeed enter into the depths of it, but we 
are clearly taught to recognise it in its accom- 
plishment, and to discover the manner of its 
working. Those whom God has predestined to 
Life, He has ordained to be 'conformed to the 
Image of His Son, that He might be the First- 
bom among many brethren.' And then they are 
called by His Providence, justified by His Grace, 
glorified by His Indwelling Spirit. All this is 
His work, and is carried on in spite of the infir- 
mities of the flesh and of the malice of evil powers. 
It is no vain presumption, but a wise and 
faithful thought, to take courage from His eternal 
purpose, and to learn from it that the enemy, 
after all, is weak, though too strong for unassisted 
man. The whole trial, including temptations, 
afilictions, long waitings for help, is all of His 
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purpose^ and He purposes nothing but what is 
for the good of those whom He foreknew, those 
whose will is truly on His side, who walk not 
after the flesh but after the Spirit. 

It is true we can only know His purpose con- 
cerning ourselves by the evidence we have of our 
faithfulness to him. Yet we know that He will 
in no wise drive away any that would come to 
Him, and therefore if we have any will toward 
His service we may be assured tl^it He has not 
closed the door against us, and that all things 
that His Providence does or permits are so 
ordained that they may be for our good. 

The thing we are really apt to shrink from is 
the holy and heavenly nature of our calling. We 
cannot fit ourselves in to that purpose which was 
in the Mind of God from all eternity. It is 'too 
pure, too high above our earthly passions and 
wills, too absorbing, too self-renouncing for us. 
The Image of Him Who gave Himself for us is 
one that flesh and blood shrinks from bearing, 
though the spirit be willing. 

Whoever would have a good hope must bring 
his will seriously and strongly to the determi- 
nation that, come what will, he will strive to 
have this purpose of God fulflUed in himself, and 
that, cost what it may, he will pray for it, and 
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never rest till he obtain it. Standing thus on 
God's side he may be sure that God is for him, 
and that nothing can be really against him. 
There is no power of all those of which the 
Apostle speaks that is worthy to be thought of 
as capable of separating the soul from God. 
One thing he does not name, which can and does 
separate, for it is itself separation, that is, sin. 

What then is the cause of all this triumph, if 
sin can still separate those who seemed so bless- 
edly united ? It is because none of these powers 
can compel the humblest followers of Christ to 
commit sin, much less to choose it with conscious 
and deliberate purpose. While we are on that 
side we may triumph, for, continuing on that side, 
we shall surely conquer. Our Heavenly Father 
planned all, and rules all, and promises that all 
shall work together for our good. 

O Lord Who orderest all things for the good of 
Thine electa give us grace evermore to abide in 
that holy fellowship, and, never departing from 
Theey to have the victory over all the enemies of 
our souls, through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. 
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Third Week in Lent. 

Rom. viii. 31 — 39. 

' When the Son of Man cometh, shall He find 
faith on the earth V How little do we believe in 
the unspeakable gifts of God ! * He that spared 
not His own Son, but delivered Him up for us 
all, how shall He not with Him also freely give 
us all things V And yet we fancy we are doing 
great things when we half surrender to His will 
some wretched trifle, utterly unworthy the re- 
gard of an immortal soul, not to say of a member 
of Christ. It is glorious to Him that He carries 
us through all this conflict, which ought not to 
be conflict, that He keeps safe the treasure hid 
in our poor earthen vessels, but truly they are 
proved earthen and earthly ! 

Yet if we strive faithfully through all this, if 
our will is still with Him, if we refuse to take 
pleasure in that which we cannot keep from 
haunting us, whether of vain, or self-indulgent, 
or uncharitable imaginations ; if we resist the 

* S. Luke 3cviii. 8. 
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worldly anxieties that throng on us, and the fear 
of man that besets our path, and labour to be 
wholly His, these things will not be imputed to 
our condemnation. We are of Him Who died 
and is risen again. Who died to satisfy for our 
debt, rose again to impart to us His new Life, and 
to stand for us at the right hand of God. O that 
we could realise to ourselves perpetually our 
standing in Him, as united to His Life by the 
Holy Spirit, and waiting only for the manifesta- 
tation of His glorious work in us, when He shall 
come to take us to Himself ! 

Then there will be no more time for the * work 
of faith and labour of love.^' That is to be done 
here, and now. We hope there may be active 
service as well as blessed adoration for His chosen 
hereafter, but we cannot conceive it to be the 
same as the present service of faith, nor can we 
wish it to be so. Not to have done this service 
at its proper time and opportunity will be a grief 
to us when the time is over, though we should 
be 'saved so as by fire.^' Lift up thyself, then, 
O my soul, to the Lord, and think on thy stand- 
ing in the Son of God, and that nothing from 
without can part thee from Him, nothing can 
truly harm or condemn thee while thou standest 

k Heb. vl 10. » 1 Cor, iil 15. 



82 TUESDAY. 

in Him, but that being so thou art a partaker of 
His eternal kingdom and glory. How canst thou 
but withdraw thyself from the alluring vanities 
that crowd round thee from the world and the 
flesh, or Satan's own suggestions of pride, blas- 
phemy, and unbelief, and offer thyself a living 
sacrifice together with the incense of thy Re- 
deemer's Holy Intercession, to be wholly for 
Heaven, wholly for Him, to be presented by 
Him, through the Eternal Spirit, to the Father ! 

O Lord, Who didst gwe Thine own self a whole 
and entire sacrifice for ns, take us, we beseech Thee 
wholly to Thyself that we may be offered andpre- 
sented whole and undefiled to the Father through 
Thy Holy Spirit, Who mth Thee and the Father 
everlasting, Uveth and reigneth ever One God 
world without end. Amen. 
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Third Week in Lent 

Rom. ix, 1 — 51. 

Passing, with the Apostle, from the view of 
Grace in itself to that of its actual reception and 
working among men, I see the reason of his feel- 
ing, and could wish for the like union of self- 
sacrificing charity with fervent zeal. We see 
almost a sadder sight than he saw, but are so 
accustomed to it that we do not appreciate it like 
him, nor are pained with it as we should be if we 
were like him. 

Even for Israel 'after the flesh, he could so 
feel as to be willing, nay desirous, to give up his 
own personal standing in Christ, (at least, as St. 
Chrysostom says, * to be parted from His Glory, 
not from His Love,' for he could not imagine 
himself ever ceasing to love Him) that they might 
be saved. So pure was his love of God, so inde- 
pendent of all notions of reward and outward 
gain, that he was ready to be treated as a rebel, 
in his own person, that others might be pardoned. 
Such is the persecutor become, thus he loves, 

G2 



though he is now the persecuted. For he knows 
that it was Christ Whom he persecuted before, 
and Christ is now persecuted in him. It is a 
bold saying, but indeed it seems so to flow from 
the heart that we cannot doubt its full sincerity 
or its proper meaning. It is no mere hyperbole, 
but an outpouring of unfathomable charity, the 
highest gift of Grace. 

And it is love to God rather than to man, or 
rather containing and enhancing the love toward 
man. It is not merely * my kinsmen after the 
flesh,* but they who are Israelites, whose is the 
adoption, and the glory, and the covenants, and 
the giving of the law, and the promises, of whom 
were the fathers, and of whom, according to the 
flesh, Christ came. Who is God, over all blessed 
for ever,' So nearly do they stand related to 
God, that it seems almost as though His work 
for them had come to nought. His promise failed ; 
so that a zeal for God might seem to prompt the 
wish, and certainly had its place in producing 
the feeling. 

An example this, worthy of our thoughtful 
imitation. Not that it is well to set ourselves to 
fret about what we cannot amend ; but that our 
thoughts, wishes, and hopes should be so fixed 
on the things of God and on carrying on His 
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work, that we should have our griefs and fears in 
those things, and not in the things of the world. 
This life is a time of griefs, and cares, and fears, 
and men will have them for the tilings of self, and 
time, and sense, if they have them not for the 
things of Christ, of faith, and of eternity. The 
wish of the Apostle is that of one who devoted 
himself thoroughly to that work for which Christ 
died, and was daily ' filling up that which lacked 
of the sufferings of Christ, for His Body's sake, 
which is the Church."^ ' And though he was aware 
of the greatness and glory of the whole work that 
should be finally wrought out, yet, as a man, he 
was pained by every drawback to it, and grieved 
that any of those to whom its blessings were 
offered should reject it, but more especially that 
they to whom it was first sent, did publicly and 
as a nation refuse the offered Grace. 

Such was the spirit of those to whose labours 
we owe it, under God, that Christendom took the 
place of Israel after the fiesh. And to such 
earnest suffering labourers must we owe the wit- 
ness to be borne through the days of antichrist, 
and the exploits that shall then be done by the 
saints of God. Oh for more that would meet, in 
such a spirit, the flood of ungodliness that seems 

« CoL i. 24. 
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now to sweep over the Church of God, and 
threatens to wash away thousands and thousands 
of her children from their heritage, yea, from 
their life ! Oh for those who care less for the 
comforts of earth, or even for the external de- 
lights of Heaven, than for the salvation of those 
for whom Christ died, 'Who is God over all, 
blessed for ever.' 

It is time for thee, Lord^ to lay to Thine handf 
for they have destroyed Thy law. 

HsARy O thou Shepherd of Israel^ thou that lead- 
est Joseph like a sheep : shew thyself also, thou 
that sittest upon the cheruhims. 

Before Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasses : 
stir vp thy strerhgth, and come, and help us. 

Turn us again, God : shew the light of thy 
countenance, and we shall be whole. 

O Lord God of hosts : how long wilt thou he 
angry with thy people that prayeth ? 

Thoufeedest them with the bread of tears : and 
givest them plenteotcsness of tears to drink. 

Thou hast made us a very strife unto our neigh- 
bours : and our enemies laugh us to scorn. 

Turn us again, thou God of hosts : shew the 
light of thy countenance, and we shall be whole. 
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* Thou hast brotight a vine out of Egypt : thou 
hast cast out the heathen, and planted it. 

Thou modest room for it : and when it had 
taken root it filled the land. 

Hie hills were covered with the shadow of it : 
and the boughs thereof were like the goodly cedar- 
trees. 

She stretched out her branches unto the sea : 
and her boughs unto the river. 

Why hast thou then broken down her hedge : 
that all they that go by pluck off her grapes ? 

The wild boar out of the wood doth root it up : 
and the wild beasts of the field devour it. 

Turn thee again, thou God of hosts, look down 
from heaven : behold, and visit this vine ; 

And the place of the vineyard that thy right 
hand hath planted : and the branch that tlum 
modest so strong for thyself 

It is burnt with fire, and cut down : and they 
shall perish at the rebuke of thy countenance. 

Let thy hand be upon the mun of thy right hand : 
and upon the son of man, whom thou modest so 
strong for thine own self. 

And so will not we go bock from thee : let us 
live, and we shall call upon thy Name. 

Turn fis again, Lord God of hosts : shew the 
light of thy countenance, and we shall be whole. 
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Third Week in Lent. 
Rom. ix. 6 — 15. 

It is only to our imperfect apprehension that the 
counsels of God seem to be frustrated, and His 
words to lack their due effect. We feel, as men, 
for the shame of the visible Church. We are 
bowed to the earth by the multitude of its sins, 
in ourselves and' in our yet more careless breth- 
ren. But all the while God knows His own, 
who * keep their garments,"*' and ' that wicked 
one toucheth them not,®' and their lot is blessed 
and glorious, and His word is fulfilled in them, 
and His Spirit works in them, and His work in 
them prospers, and grows, and is perfected. 

There is an analogy still between the new and 
the old Israel, We, as a body, are the true visi- 
ble Israel, and more than that, we, the visible 
Israel, now have true and spiritual privileges of 
our own, which the old Israel, after the flesh, had 
not. But even spiritual gifts may be received in 

n Rev. xvi 15. « 1 S. John v. 18. 
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vain and to condemnation. And as some of them 
offended and perished, so may we ; and as some 
of them believed not when the Son of Man came, 
because of the hardness of their hearts and their 
love of sin, so may some of us not be ready for 
Him at His second coming, from not living 
worthy of our present calling. 

Nor does the word of God fail herein. For as 
He always meant to include a special promise to 
those who rendered Him true and faithful service, 
in all those general promises to His people of 
old, so in the promises of the Gospel those are 
meant to be the real partakers of the blessing 
who come for it with a faithful and true heart. 
Belief and repentance admit us to remission of 
sins, but if that repentance be not kept to, the 
remission we had profits us not. The promise 
was meant for those who would embrace it 
heartily, and repent with a full and permanent 
repentance, not to be repented of, not for such 
as would turn again, as the dog to his vomit, or 
as the sow that had been washed to her wallowing 
in the mire.P 

It is against the very light of nature to under- 
stand the promises of God otherwise, and to think 
that He will give His blessings to those who 

P 2 Peter il 22. 
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really care not for Him nor for their duty to Him. 
But it is according to all the analogy of His 
dealings with man that He allows both sorts to 
remain together upon earthy even within His 
Churchy and so that some of the wicked have all 
the outward show of belonging to the society 
which has His promises. 

This is an awful thought for us who are of 
His visible Church^^ that all are not Israel who 
are of Israel^ since we know that a little unfaith- 
fulness^ if we bear with it in ourselves, is liable 
to grow great and strong, and to aUenate us, in 
the end, from union with Him Who is the root 
of our new life. Yet, if we love Him, to us it is 
said, * a thousand shall fall at thy side, and ten 
thousand at thy right hand, but it shall not come 
nigh thee.'' If we truly love Him, nothing will 
satisfy us with ourselves, so as to make us con- 
tent wilfully to lack anything that belongs to 
His true and faithful service ; and we shall not 
be for claiming His promises, except in the true 
sense in which He made them, and keeps and 
will keep them for ever, and to the whole of His 
true Israel. 

O Lord, Who knowest, in Thy visible Church, 

<i 1 Cor. X. ■* Psalm xci 7. 
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who are truly Thine own, keep us, we beseech Thee, 
evermore in spirit joined to Thee, and guarded by 
Thy holy fear, that at the last day we may be 
found in Thy true Israel, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen, 
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Third Week in Lent. 
Rom. ix. 

Truly the Election of God is mysterious, and 
must be regarded, in aU His dealings with man, 
as entering into His design, while it lies beyond 
the reach of our discernment. All His promises 
are made with it in view, and that which seems a 
failure in the eyes of man, is a true fulfilment 
with respect to those whom God meant, from the 
beginning, to include. What was Noah, in his 
day, to the carnal eye, till the flood came and 
swept the rest away ? What was Abraham, in the 
eyes of the world, but as one of its great men ; 
Isaac scarce so much ; Jacob passing Jordan with 
his stafi*? Such was the appearance for the time, 
yet great events hung on them, yea, the history 
of this and other worlds was transacting in them. 
And if we cannot discern the very fulfilment 
of promises, as far as it takes place at present, 
much less can we discern the hidden causes which 
determine the blessings promised to this one and 



not to that. Enough for us to see that such is 
God's will, and to remember that He certainly 
orders all things rightly. The persons against 
whom S. Paul here argues thought that God was 
pledged in promises to the whole nation of the 
Jews, whereas he makes it clear that He had left 
Himself free to choose amongst them. For the 
promises were made to Abraham's seed, yet they 
were not for all that came of Abraham, nor even 
of Isaac. Not only was Sarah preferred to 
Hagar, but of the twin children of Rebecca, and 
that before they were bom, it was said, * the elder 
shall serve the younger. ' How this came to pass, 
is not to the Apostle's purpose. If any one finds 
fault, he says * Who art thou that repliest against 
God?' For the fact is one of God's recorded 
Providence. There is no disputing but that so 
we are told by Moses. We know it on the same 
authority that we know the promises made to the 
Jews. Thus much is certain, that in making 
such promises to the seed of Abraham, God left 
Himself free to choose amongst those who should 
be descended naturally from Abraham, and to 
take some and exclude others. 

And we are clearly taught that He will deal 
with us Christians on the same principle. His 
faithful ones amongst us are chosen from before 
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the foundation of the world. He knows His 
own amongst the crowd of profane persons^ who 
will sell their birthright^ like Esau, or even set 
themselves stiffiieckedly against Him, like Pha- 
raoh. 

It is evident from the pajssage referred to in 
the comparison of the potter/ aa well as from 
other parts of S. Paul's writings, that he does 
not mean to make God the author of sin. His 
purpose here is only to meet the charge of im- 
faithfulness to His promises, or injustice in dis- 
tributing His blessings, so far as it might be 
grounded on the fact that the Christian Church 
received but a remnant of the Jewish, to whose 
rights it succeeded. And this is clearly accom- 
plished by the analogy of instances in the earlier 
dispensation. 

As for the difficulty that God's foreknowledge 
implies that we are not free, it is not one of reve- 
lation, scarce of religion, but of philosophy. No 
man can know that God has foreknown his im- 
penitence but through his actually proving im- 
penitent, and therefore the thought of God's 
foreknowledge cannot reasonably lead any man 
to give up the hope of mercy while it is offered 
him. 



• Jer. xviiL 1 — 10. 
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O God of Truthf Who keepest Thy covenant 
and mercy toward them that hve Thee, give tcs 
grace to abide evermore in Thy favour, arid in the 
great day to be found among the number of Thine 
elect people, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen* 
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Third Week in Lent, 

Rom. ix. 

The great lesson for us in this argument of the 
Apostle is not to be high minded, but to fear. 
No privileges, no gifts, no good beginnings are of 
themselves any security that the vessel may not 
be marred in the hands of the Potter, and that 
He may not determine its fate to be rejection 
and dishonour. Whatever He may seem to have 
begim, such as the vessel actually turns out to 
be, such will be its lot, and none may ask Him 
why He began a work which came not to a good 
issue. We are warned that He will so deal with 
us, and that His work is independent of our good 
success or failure, and is all duly arranged in His 
foresight for the salvation and edification of His 
elect, whether we be among the number or not. 
This cannot, indeed, be doubtful to Him, but if 
we be presumptuous, certainly He foresees (ex- 
cept we shall repent) that in that presumption 
we shall perish. 

No doubt there is more of one character than 
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we readily see running through the life of each 
one of us. There are, indeed, alternations of 
strength and weakness in the Elect, and there 
are times of something like compunction in the 
wicked, which cause the one to seem like the 
other for a while, but the main bent and purpose 
of their minds is contrary, and the progress is in 
contrary directions. The wicked is on the whole 
hardened more and more in his evil, the righteous 
strengthened more and more in his good. And 
this process goes on surely and steadily, or sel- 
dom at least with much variation, (except some 
one great change of conversion or apostacy) 
through the years of a man's life. 

Many there are who comfort themselves in this 
or that, and say to themselves * it cannot be that 
I should perish seeing that I do this or that,' 

* seeing that I have such and such connections,' 

* seeing that men think thus and thus of me.' 
Remember the fearful words, * for this same cause 
have I raised thee up,' and be careful that thou 
be not an example of presumption and rejection, 
of not minding God's will, and forfeiting His long 
abused favours. 

It is wonderful how the soul can fall back upon 
such deceits of the enemy, but so it is when there 
is no close conmiunion vnth God, anything is 
» — 
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caught at that may seem to pledge Him in its 
favour^ and conscience is silenced in haste, lest it 
mar our ease. Such is our folly and weakness, 
like those of old who cried * The Temple of the 
Lord' * The Temple of the Lord,*' or like those 
who, in the Apostle's day, thought the reproof of 
their own wickedness was a blasphemy against 
Moses and the city of God. 

Each man for his own party, and each man for 
himself, do we thus forestall the judgment of God 
with our own partiality instead of wisely sepa- 
rating ourselves from our selfish prejudices, and 
jealously guarding against self-deceit, that we 
might really so judge ourselves as not to be 
judged of Him. 

It would be of use to most of us even once fairly 
to open the question, may not I be one of those 
whose ways are displeasing to God ? may not my 
habitual life, and what I do always and of course, 
be such as He disapproves? It is not right to 
be always fretting about little scruples, or hang- 
ing in uncertainty, but right it is fairly to open 
this question and look into it, that we may come 
to a sober and well considered decision of it, and 
see that our ground is made safe, if it be not so 
already. For the present, even if we be * fitted 

' Jer. vu.4k 
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for destruction,' God beaxeth with us that we 
may be called to repentance. 

Lordy Who callest men to repentance by for^ 
bearing to punish, give us grace so to judge our- 
selves that we may not be found, in Thy judgment, 
to home trusted in a false hope, but truly to have 
repented of our sins according to Thy Will, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Rom. X. 

It seems strange^ at first sight, that God should 
leave His own chosen people, to whom He had 
given His righteous Law, and call in His Church 
from the four comers of the earth. Yet it was 
foretold, and Israel had but to read their own 
Prophets that they might know beforehand of 
the calling of the Gentiles. And the reason 
is given why Israel did not attain to righteous- 
ness, namely, because they did not seek it by 
Faith, but as in the works of the Law. 

But was not this the fault of the Law ? Did 
it not set forth its own works as the means of 
righteousness and salvation? How were these 
men to know the error by which, we are told, 
they forfeited the blessings of the Christian 
covenant ? 

I suppose the answer is, that the Faith in 
which they ought to have sought after righteous- 
ness is that which they might have had under the 
Law. It was that which David, and Hezekiah, 
and Daniel had, and which led them to long after 
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a righteousness beyond their own righteousness 
of works. The Jews who thought they justified 
themselves by works, and had no need of mercy, 
were really lowering the standard of God's 
righteous Law, and setting up for themselves a 
righteousness not only of their own working, but 
of their own invention too. Holy men may have 
been confident of God's favour, but it was not as 
having justified themselves, but as knowing that 
what was done in them was God's work, and as 
trusting in His mercy for what they could not do 
or wherein they had failed. They did not lower 
God's Law to their own standard, but lived under 
it in awe and holy admiration, feeling that they 
came short of it, yet trusting to Him Who gave 
them the Law, and Who gave them grace to 
love it. 

And lest any humble soul should be afraid to 
hope thus for a righteousness beyond the Law, 
they were not left to the mere instincts of natural 
reason^ and the workings of uninstructed faith, 
to feel after it in the dark, but they had the 
Prophets and the Psalms, and many words of 
Moses himself, to guide them toward the truth ; 
the Holy Spirit Himself gave expression and 
sanction to such thoughts, and left them on 
record for the aid of generation after generation. 
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Thus both those who lived and died under the 
Law were helped, in their endeavours truly to 
please God, not merely to keep certain outward 
rules and precepts, but to obey Him from the 
heart, and to walk humbly with Him ; ^ and those 
who were to live when the Law was to be done 
away had a great help toward recognizing their 
true Teacher when He should come. The spi- 
ritual view of the precepts of the Law would be 
accepted by them as Divine Truth, for it would 
agree with all their convictions, and at once go 
beyond their natural reason, and confirm its high- 
est conjectures. They ^vould acknowledge, in 
the Gospel, the true relation in which they stood 
to their Heavenly Father openly and distinctly 
set forth, and would pass from the Law as from 
the schoolmaster under whose correcting hand 
they had learned their first rudiments, to Christ, 
their perfect Teacher of wisdom and Leader in 
the way of holiness. 

The same character is still needed imder the 
Gospel, which, though final as a dispensation 
here, is introductory to a higher state hereafter, 
and in which we have to do continually with the 
rudiments of things above our present capacity. 
And in it we must not deal niggardly with God, 

Micahyi.8. 
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and think to satisfy Him with a bare fulfihnent 
of conditions, and then to leave ourselves to our- 
selves, but throw ourselves heartily and gene- 
rously upon His love, His guidance, and His 
will, and do all we can, give all we can, and hope 
for more than we can ask or think. 

Lordf Who dost entrtist Thy servants with a 
few things^ that, being found faithful, they may be 
advanced to that which is greater, have mercy upon 
us, and grant us so to tise the knowledge of Thy 
Will, and the gifts of Thy Grace already vouch- 
safed to us, that, walking ever in Thy Faith and 
fear, we may be found at last acceptable to Thee, 
and translated to Thy glorious kingdom. Who livest 
and reignest with the Father and the Holy Ghost 
ever one God world without end. Amen. 
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Fourth Week in Lent. 

Rom. X. 

* The word is nigh thee, in thy mouth and in 
thy heart.' If this could be said, as it was said, 
to Israel under the old Law, how much more is 
it true of our state under the Gospel ! It is not 
some strange and new thing that we need, such 
as we are but too apt to seek after — the new 
device that shall set all right with us, and turn 
earth into Heaven. Some truth, awhile neglected 
by ourselves, and perhaps still neglected by our 
neighbours, flashes upon us with fresh convic 
tion, and we take it up for awhile as the one 
remedy for our evils, and fancy that, this point 
gained, aU will be right. And so perchance we 
go on, till bitter experience convinces us that it 
is not by any such method that we can attain to 
peace and strength, but that the whole man must 
be provided for, and the whole scheme of Chris- 
tian truth and Christian duty kept in view. 

It is well for us, in that case, if we do not 
become discouraged, and fancy that the remedy 
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is beyond us and out of our reach, while the truth 
is that it is very near at hand. We have but 
really to make our own and to live by the 
truths we know and daily acknowledge, and we 
are restored, and safe, and whole. 

It may be said this is more than we can do ; 
and so it is more than we can do by our own 
strength, but not more than God is pledged to 
enable us to do, if we will. Only it is needful 
to know that salvation is in that very truth which 
we have already acknowledged, and that it is to 
be had by submitting ourselves to that truth. 
The man who truly imderstands this, and is in 
good earnest about his salvation, makes up his 
mind that he will have that prize, at whatever 
cost, yea, that if he cannot reach it, he will take 
nothing else instead. This, and this only, is to 
throw himself with real faith on the Word he 
already knows, and so doing he will find it nearer 
to him, in its saving power and efficacy, than he 
ever dreamed while* holding on in his own ways. 
Something like this seems to have been the 
meaning of Moses' words, for those under the old 
Law, for even in that the favour of God was sure 
and nigh at hand to all who thus heartily accepted 
His will for their guide of life, and trusted His 
promise for their welfare. And if the Apostle 
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appears to expound it differently^ it seems to be 
only that difference of application which results 
from the peculiar circumstances of his age, when 
there were many to be called anew to the actual 
acceptance of the Christian Faith, 

With us that stage is past, and the question is 
how to abide in that state of salvation which we 
have entered on by confessing the * Word of 
Faith' preached by the Apostles, or how to re- 
cover it if we have once fallen from it. And the 
answer is, as has been said, that it is by the self- 
same Word we must still be saved, and by throw- 
ing ourselves upon it wholly, simply, unreservedly. 
Nothing less is requisite, and, that well done, 
nothing more. 

O God, Who hast given among men the name 
of our Lord Jesus Christ alone by which we mag 
obtain health and salvation, give us grace heartily 
to receive and faithfully to obey the ward of Thy 
Gospel, set forth in Him, ahd through Him to 
inherit everlasting Ufe. Amen. 
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Fcwrih Week m LenU 

Rom. xi. 1 — %%. 

God hath not cast off His people, nor changed 
His purpose, great as hath been the fall of Israel, 
and general as hath been their unbelief and re- 
jection. Still from them came the remnant 
through which the whole earth was enlightened, 
and in that remnant the promises were truly ful- 
filled, as well as through them extended to man- 
kind. 

This is an encouragement in weary times, that 
seem almost like the days of Elijah, when men 
bow down to Mammon and Belial by myriads, 
as of old they did to Baal. But, as then, there 
are more left than we know of who have not 
bowed the knee to the idols of the world. We 
know that such there are, and at times we have 
the blessing of finding them out. It is our wis- 
dom to see that the world is not aware of those 
whom we know, and to remember that we may 
well suppose that we pass others by in the crowd 
without knowing of them. How often, after an 



acquaintance of years^ do we find out in such an 
one the traits of a deep piety and heroic virtue ! 
And yet we are slow to give our brethren credit 
for any more than we see, and even ready to im- 
pute unworthy motives to them where they may 
have had better. 

However the Saints of God are still few, and 
we have been taught from the first to expect that 
they would be but few, and that many would be 
called, few chosen. Let not this, then, be a 
discouragement, or lead us to dream otherwise of 
the Church than as it is, the true kingdom and 
household of God. So entirely is it His, that the 
failure of one does not affect the spiritual state 
of another, except through his own will. Each 
one stands or falls to his own Master, and though 
outwardly knit together by a thousand ties, some 
temporal, others even connected with the spiritual 
life, yea, and inwardly by partaking in the same 
gifts, and by influences that bear upon their 
enjoyment and extension, yet one cannot drag 
another out of his place in the favour and in the 
counsels of the Most High. Nor is the outward 
disorder of the Church, and the abundance of 
chaff that crowds its floor, any difficulty in the 
way of believing that the great promises are still 
its own. 
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Terrible things indeed are here threatened in 
the latter days to the Gentile Churches ; what 
if, more or less, to the veiy Church to which this 
epistle is addressed ? May she be delivered from 
the threatened judgment ! but most assuredly it 
is here threatened her, and with her to all us of 
the Gentiles who have believed. * Take heed lest 
He also spare not thee.' Not that He is look- 
ing out to be severe, for He rather waits to be 
gracious. But Faith there must be, if any are 
to benefit by His mercies. He cannot dispense 
with it, for that were to make Himself a liar, in 
that He said, * He that believeth not is condemned 
already.*' Believe ; and * shew thy faith by thy 
works.y' 

O Lord, Who maintainest Thine own people 
through all ages of the world, give us Grace to hold 
JvrmVy to Thy promises m the midst of a crooked 
and perverse generation, and to continue in that 
little flock for which Thou carest, to Whom with 
the Father and the Holy Ghost he allglary, honour, 
majesty and dominion, now and evermore, Ametu 

> S. John iii 18. ^ S. James iL 18. 
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Fourth Week in Lent 

Rom. xi. 24 — 36. 

It were too much to pretend to the same view of 
the dealings of God with man which the Apostle 
had when he cried * O the depth of the riches of 
the wisdom and knowledge of God/ yet this we 
seem to discern as a part of his meaning. The old 
Law was a high privilege to those who received 
it, but not a Grace like the Gospel, for * Grace 
and Truth came by Jesus Christ.*' Consequently 
the mere fact of being under the Law did not 
secure to each man the dispositions that would 
lead him to receive the Gospel with faith, and 
though perchance man's counsel would have been 
that the people which received the preparatory 
dispensation of the Law should all likewise receive 
the final dispensation of the Gospel, such was 
not the counsel of God. 

For one great point, or it may be said the 
great point in the Gospel dispensation^ is the 
freeness of the Grace therein given. It is abso- 

» S. John i 17. 
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lutely and entirely free, and though it pleased 
God to confer it most richly on certain holy 
persons, who had profited by the elder dispensa- 
tion, yet He in nowise pledged Himself to grant 
it to all who were under that dispensation, but 
offered it freely to Faith, and dispensed the gift 
of Faith according to His all-wise election, both 
to Jews and Gentiles, And in particular He did 
not force that gift upon the whole nation of the 
Jews, lest they should seem to have it as their 
right, and not of His free mercy, yet so ordering 
His very withholding of Grace from those who 
were not prepared for it amongst His ancient 
people, as to make a provision for the offer of it 
to be continued to them, and urged on them with 
many advantages afterward. 

And so it has been both in earUer and later 
times. Many of the Jews have been convinced 
that the Christian Church is the true inheritor of 
the promises made to their forefathers, and thus 
have been * provoked to jealousy,' and led into 
the way of salvation through the Gentiles, to 
whom the Faith was carried by those whom the 
Jews of old persecuted and drove out, and whom 
their opposition made notorious in the heathen 
courts, and probably helped greatly to make 
masters of the once heathen world. 

1 ^ 
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Nor is this process even now at an end. Even 
now the Jewish nation remains, as it was foretold, 
keeping its records, as S. Augustine remarks, for 
a witness to the Christian Faith.^ And those who 
love and honour the memory of S. Peter, S. Paul, 
and S. John should remember that they were 
Jews, and their Master Himself was a Jew, 
though we should hardly now say *is a Jew,' 
since the barriers are broken down, and He has 
made of both One New Man. Yet that One 
New Man is in some sort Jewish, since the Root 
is Jewish, and all are the seed of Abraham, and 
the unbelieving Jews, though aliens in unbelief, 
are yet * beloved for the Fathers' sakes.' 

Without pretending how much is yet to be 
fulfilled of their conversion and restoration, (for 
it is not to be forgotten that many in every age 
have already been converted,) one may yet 
indulge the wish and hope that many of them 
may yet be brought to the knowledge of the 
truth, and led to engage that earnest zeal for 
God, for which their nation is still certainly 
remarkable, in the service of His True Anointed. 

One more reflection rises naturally from this 
passage with respect to our own lot. If the ways 
of God are so marvellous, and past man's power 

<" On Psalm Ivii. (Vulg. IvL) § 9. 
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to trace, we should rather adore in silence, than 
boldly criticise, any portion of His dealings with 
the Church, and remember that while He exalts 
the power of His own Grace, He will not cease 
to humble man. And so while using all human 
means for the advancement of His kingdom, it is 
our duty to ascribe all success simply to His 
blessing, and to expect that under His guidance 
the weak will confound the strong, and he that 
trusts in his own strength will come to a failure 
that he may be humbled, if not to a falling away 
so as to be confounded. 

O Lord, Who art glorified in Israsl, and Who 
shewest Thine otvn power upon Thy people, give us 
grace never to trust in anything hut Thine arm, and 
in Thy might to have the victory over all our ene- 
mies, of Thy great mercy Who hast loved us and 
redeemed us vnth Thy precious blood. Amen. 
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Fourth Week in Lent, 

Rom. xii. 1 — 3. 

The practical inference which the Apostle draws 
from the wonderful depth of the Divine counsels^ 
and our inability to comprehend the working of 
the free Grace of God, is that it is our duty and 
our happiness to surrender ourselves absolutely 
into the hands of God, and to make our bodies a 
living sacrifice to Him, as wholly His as if they 
were burned on His altar. No less is required 
of us, for such is the only rational service of a 
created spirit to its creator, ' Of Him, and by 
Him, and to Him are all things.^' The spirit of 
man has its beginning, its life, and its end in 
Him, and toward Him it must tend with all its 
powers if it is either to give Him His right or to 
enjoy its own highest blessedness. 

It is not onh/ the body he speaks of here, 
though its obedience is ' rational,' in that it is the 
organ of a rational soul. The mind itself is to 
be renewed, as it will be in those who surrender 

b Rom. XL Sd. 



SELF SACRIFICE DUE TO GOD. 115 



themselves to the operations of Heavenly Grace, 
and who are desirous to know, by the experience 
of a conciirrent will, what is the will of God to- 
ward them, and what He would have them to be. 

For in our natural blindness we know but little 
of the will of God, It is only those who seek to 
know and do it who learn by experience the ex- 
ceeding breadth of the commandment, and see 
wondrous things out of the law. And as God's 
whole dealing with us is above our knowledge, so 
in this, if we surrender ourselves wholly to Him, 
we shall find it beyond our expectation. It is a 
better and more glorious thing to serve Him 
with all the heart than any man knows until he 
has tried ; and in trying he shall know more and 
more as long as he lives. For each step leads on 
to a higher step, and he who has well begim is 
aware that he knows not yet what he shall gain, 
in that he has gained so much more than he sup- 
posed in beginning. 

Yet, again, here is a caution against being dis- 
appointed for want of sensible comforts, seeing 
that the true gain of this surrender is the renew- 
ing of the mind, not any immediate pleasure or 
satisfaction. And so it appears that every one 
should wait God's time, since His ways are past 
finding out, and bear with whatever is hard in 

12 
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drawing near to Him, and be content to wait for 
comfort, since the very feeling of needing fiirther 
restoration, is an evidence of a mind that is trans- 
forming. 

The New Man himself is a living sacrifice, the 
death of the old man is necessary to the perfection 
of the New. And in our present state that death 
is a gradual and painful work. The members of 
the old man are to be severally * mortified,' that 
is, * done to death,' in us, that we may be 
thoroughly transformed. But Holy Scripture 
often speaks of such things remaining, even in 
Saints upon earth, as require to be kept under 
and mortified. The question is not what incli- 
nations exist in us, but how we are dealing with 
those which we have. Yet ought there to be a 
progress and advancement in the work of trans- 
formation, and if nothing is found to be done, 
the conclusion should be not that nothing can be 
done, but that a further effort of self-denial must 
be made, and self-will renounced in that very thing 
which holds us back, be it what it may. There is 
no sacrifice too great to make in this behalf, for 
the entire sacrifice of our whole being is not too 
much for our Creator to demand, nor more than a 
reasonable creature is bound in reason to render, 
and will, in rendering, shew itself reasonable. 
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O Lord, Who seekestfor worshippers to worship 
Thee in spirit and in truth, grant us, We beseech 
Thee, the aid of Thy Holy Spirit, that our whole 
spirit, and soul, and body may be presented to Thee 
faultless, and may evermore serve Thee according 
to the truth as it is in Jesus Christ our Lord, to 
Whom, with Thee and the Holy Ghost be all honour, 
might, majesty, and dominion, now and evermore, 
Am^en. 
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Fourth Week m Lent 

Rom xii. 1 — 16. 

Wherein does the Apostle place this duty of 
sacrificing self ? First, in not making overmuch 
of self, but setting the mind upon bringing down 
pride, instead of feeding it to the full, and making 
as much of self as God's gifts abused will enable 
us to do. Such must of course be the conduct 
of one who truly gives himself up to be a * mem- 
ber' in * one body' with others, since he has a will 
and inclinations of his own, and these will of 
themselves be against the rest of the body. A 
selfish eye cannot find out its own true place in 
the body, it refers all things to self, not to the 
good of all the members and the will of the 
Divine Head. 

Then from a modest and humble estimate of 
self, and the will not to be claiming for self 
beyond what is due, but rather to discipline the 
mind to moderation and unassumingness, follows 
the right use of each man's own gift. Not 
craving it for his own vain glory or selfish gain. 



he will use and apply it for the benefit of the 
whole body, and especially, since he is not drawn 
out of his own place by ambition, for that part, 
and for that good to that part, which is appointed 
for him, and marked out by the gifts he has re- 
ceived and the relations in which he is placed. 
This is a true conformity to God's will, and an 
acceptable sacrifice to Him, and the more accept- 
able the more modestly it is offered, and the less 
thought there is of putting forward self and 
glorifying self. 

Many, perchance, who talk little of this, do it 
most heartily and effectually, and lose themselves, 
and the thought of themselves, in their duty to 
others, which they simply see as their duty. And 
their neighbours they simply view, at present, as 
their neighbours, to whom they have such and 
such duties, and whom they love as their fellow 
Christians. Who shall say how great before God 
are some of these in their simplicity. Such per- 
haps was that poor widow who cast her two mites 
into the treasury, having no more, yet not bearing 
to pass without offering somewhat. And yet, 
again, those are not to be blamed to whom God 
gives great measures of grace and power, and who 
are brought forward by Him to do great things 
in His Church, if they are aware of their especial 
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callingi and do the work of it boldly for His sake. 
Only they must do it for His sake, in humility 
and charity ; else^ though they should give their 
bodies to be burned, it were to no purpose. The 
sacrifice must be to God. 

Almighty Father^ to Whom we owe all that 
we have and ail that we are^ give us Orace to see 
and own our debt to Thee, and ever to offer Thee 
our best service with a humble mind, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 



* 
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Fourth Week in Lent 

Rom. xii. 14r— 21. 

In the coiirse of oxir life here we have not only 
our brethren in Christ to deal with^ but also evil 
men and evil deeds. And he is not a complete 
Christian who does not know how to behave 
himself Christian-like toward those who do him 
wrong. It may be that peace cannot be had with 
all men, for there are those who will make them- 
selves ready to battle, though we be never so 
peaceful; yet the warfare need be but on one 
side. God will avenge His own Elect, and ven- 
geance is His own. They that are wise 'give 
place to it,' and leave the matter in His hand, 
not in ill will to their enemy, but in awe of His 
Majesty. And truly those who know what His 
wrath is, and feel that it is coming on those who 
wrong them, yea even the more for their own 
forbearance, will not be slow to obey the precept 
of our Lord — ' Pray for them which despitefully 
use you.®' It was not only His precept, but His 

« S. Matt y. 24. 
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example^ He wept over Jerusalem^ when He 
knew that He was going there to suffer^ and as 
He went to the place of His crucifixion^ He said, 
' Daughters of Jerusalenii weep not for me^ but 
weep for yourselves and for your children/' for 
He knew that His own sufferings were to end in 
glory, and that God would fearfully avenge them 
on His enemies. And to the last He mourned 
for them, and prayed for them, ' Father^ forgive 
them, for they know not what they do.®' 

The same may be said^ more or less^ of all who 
injure God's people. They know not what they 
do. They know not how they are displeasing 
Godi and how He will at last visit the sin on 
their heads except they repent. And those who 
suffer patiently, and calmly await His time for 
deliverancci see what is coming upon them^ and 
pity them, and set themselves, vtrith all their 
might, to fulfil the Christian rule, 'overcome 
evil with good.' 

The world's way is to meet evil vnth evil, the 
Christian's to overcome it vnth good. And the 
reason of this is that we live in a mixed and pro- 
gressive state of things, and those who may yet 
be saved are amongst those who are wholly given 
up to evil, and we cannot tell one tram the other. 

d S. Luke xxui 28. • S. Luke xxiu. Sa 
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BesideSi we axe ourselves imperfect, and have no 
right to be judging of others, lest we be judged 
ourselves. Now is the time of mercy, for those 
who will have mercy. And the duty of the 
Christian is to live a life of mercy, and to set 
forth the principle by which he himself is saved 
for the benefit of all. God in Christ overcomes 
man's evil with good, and they that are Christ's 
will do all they can to overcome the world's evil 
with good. The days of vengeance will come at 
last, when the evil and the good shall be severed, 
and the Saints shall rejoice in the just judgment 
of God, terrible though it may be. But for all 
that can be rescued from amongst the workers of 
evil * Mercy rejoiceth against judgment.'' 

Grant, Lord, that in all our sufferings here 
upon earth for the testimony of Thy truth, we may 
stedfasthf look up to Heaven, and by faith behold 
the glory that shall be revealed ; cmd, being filled 
with the Holy Ghost, may learn to hve and bless 
our persecutors by the example of Thy first Martyr 
Saint Stephen, who prayed for his murderers to 
Thee, blessed Jesus, Who standest at the right 
hand of God to succour all those that suffer for 
Thee, our only Mediator and Advocate. Amen* 

' S. James ii 13. 



Cj^e dfittfi ^nvLHajg in lent.' 

Rom. xiii. 10. 

It seems to be under the same head of sacrifice 
to God| that the Apostle goes on to consider 
some further social duties and relations. The 
whole order of society in the world is to be re- 
ceived as God's ordinance^ and though the mem- 
bers of a civil society are not in the same way 
members of one another as those who are united 
in the Body of Christy yet they are related to 
each other in a way of God's appointing^ and 
their duties to one another are likewise duties to 
God. By God's command man owes love to his 
neighbour^ though he be not a Christian brother ; 
and he can never pay it off^ so as that it shall 
cease to be due. Let men do what they wiD, 
this bond remains between them by the ordinance 
of their Creator, and if they duly acknowledge it, 

^ r Also called Passion Sunday) as beginnii^ the ' Time of the Pas- 
sion,' which extends to a fortnight before Easter. Many persons 
haye latterly applied the name * Passion Week' to the Greater or 
Hoty Week, but in the Gregorian Sacramentary, as in later usage, 
this.Sunday is ' de Passione.' 
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they will find means of setting right whatever is 
out of order among them. 

With respect to obligations that are of human 
origin, it is a great blessing and comfort to the 
Christian to have them thus put upon a Divine 
basis, that he may submit to what is in itself 
sometimes irksome, not as a mere necessity im- 
posed by man, but as an actual duty to God. 
And this is really a great comfort to a right- 
minded Christian, because it assures him that he 
may be quiet and submissive under what seems 
hard upon him, with a sure hope of a good result 
in one way or another, and in God's good time. 
And again he may submit with his mind at ease, 
because he knows he is doing his duty to God. 
The powers that be, such as they be, are God's 
ministers for good, and that is the light in which 
the Christian is to view them. 

The case of extreme abuse of authority is not 
here touched upon, and yet, perhaps, the omis- 
sion is meant to be stronger than the mention of 
it would have been. " They are God's ministers 
to thee for good,' * There is no power but of God.' 
He does not even mention the case of abuse of 
power, certainly not that he did not know of it, 
who met with as little justice at the hands of 
man as any one ; but that, in spite of all such 
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instances, he still held the power to be the ordi- 
nance of God, and to claim the respect of Chris- 
tians as such. 

S. Peter supplies the omitted case, where he 
says, * But and if ye suffer for righteousness sake, 
happy are ye,^' and our Lord taught the same 
both by precept and example. He suffered the 
powers of the world to deal unjustly with Him, 
when he might have had twelve legions of Angels 
at His bidding to confound them, and 'com- 
mitted Himself to Him that judgeth righteous- 
ness.*' And those who are His members have 
the privilege of using the same bearing toward 
the powers of the world, with full assurance that 
the blessing of God will rest upon it, and that 
their submission to the unworthy bearers of His 
commission will not be in vain. 

And if, at any time, we are troubled by the 
sins of those who bear His commission, even in 
the Church, like Israel, when Hophni and Phineas 
caused the offering of the Lord to be abhorred 
through their sins, yet let us acknowledge the 
benefits God bestows on us through the ministry 
even of the unworthy, and be faithful to God's 
service and ordinances, and dutiful to his minis- 
ters through all, as Hannah was, even in the evil 

his. PeteriiL 14. i 1 S. Peter ii 23. 
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day, before she knew that the son, who was to be 
granted to her persevering prayers, should be the 
very deliverer and restorer of His people. It is 
to such unwearied faith that the greatest blessings 
come at last. 

O Lordy Who orderest all things in Heaven and 
earthy give Grace to Thy people so faithfully to 
live in obedience to all whom Thou settest over 
them, and so to keep a good conscience toward Thee 
and toward many that they may glorify Thee in 
this worldy and having fulfilled the work which 
Thou hast appointed for themy may obtain the 
reward of faith and patiencCy through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen, 



:* 



*= 
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Fifth Week m Lent 

Rom. xiii. 7 — 14. 

* Knowing the time/ for ' it is the last time.' 
This seems to be what he insists on. For he 
would not have spoken thus so long before the 
end had he meant anything that depended on the 
exact time of its coming. * The time is short/ 
and even then it was shorty and we are hastening 
toward the coming of our Lord| and the consum- 
mation of all things. That was even then the 
point for Christians to keep in view^ and now 
even the more, in that the world is grown older, 
and the night yet farther spent. 

The day is at hand, herein, especially, that 
*the true light now shineth.* And every hour 
during which it shineth for each of us, is an hour 
of rapid approach to its full manifestation, an 
hour in which we have works of light to do, and 
works of darkness to shun, and opportunities that 
will never return. 

Thus there is no need of an inmiediate expect- 
ation of the personal advent of our Lord, though 






LOOKING FOR CHRIST's COMING. 1^ 

there ought to be a readiness for it if that is what 
is to come. Expectation, earnest expectation, 
watching, looking and longing for his coming, 
was the duty of Christians in the Apostolic age. 
And we may practice these now in such wise as 
it was right to practice them then. Our Lord 
bade us watch, not at this time, or that, but 
always, because we know not the hour. 

And such, too, was the mind of His Apostles, 
who thought all time but too short for the work 
to be done in preparation for His coming, and 
held it to be near though it ipight be a thousand 
years distant. For indeed when the books are 
opened, the doings of this day will stand present 
in the sight of the Judge with those who have 
done them, and it will matter little what was 
done this day and what yesterday. 

Truly we are but slumbering that we do not 
perceive and feel the shortness of the time ! The 
Apostles, who lived by faith, felt it sweeping past 
rapidly, and wondered that men should be so slow 
to. use the precious opportunity. And when they 
counted some ten years past by between a man's 
calling to the Faith and the present time, and 
saw him but little forwarder on his way toward 
Heaven, well might they rouse him, and say, 
* the salvation which is coming to the Lord's 
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people is so much nearer^ and thou art lingering 
in worldly pursuits^ and seeking worldly pleasures^ 
fit only for times of darkness ; wake up speedily, 
and walk as in the lights lest it be too late ere 
thou begin, or at best thy work be but half done.' 

Almighty God, give us Grace that we mag 
ccut awag the works of darkness, and put upon us 
the armour of light, now in the time of this mortal 
Ufe, in which Thg Son Jesus Christ came to visit 
us in great humility ; thai in the last day, when 
He shall come again in His glorious Mtgesty to 
judge both the quick and dead, we may rise to the 
life immortal, through Him Who Uveth and reign- 
eth u>ith Thee and the Holy Ghost, now arid ever. 
Amen. 



^ 



Fifth Week in Lent 

Rom. xiy. 23. 

If there was not a perfect uniformity in the 
Apostles' days, under their eye and authority, it 
is not for us to expect it now. Rather ought we 
to take up the principles which they have given us 
for dealing with our differences, and strive to apply 
them to the new circumstances of our own age. 

It is true that we may fairly expect a greater 
degree of uniformity now than then, since the 
Apostles had to deal with new converts, some 
from Judaism, some from Paganism ; whereas 
now our people are brought up in Christianity, 
and in the lapse of eighteen hundred years the 
outward form of Christianity has become more 
fixed and determined in many respects than it 
was at first. Many errors have been exploded 
and condemned, many practices established by 
usage now immemorial, or by lawfully determined 
canons accepted by the whole Church, or settled 
at least in the Church of each country. 

But the origin of difference of opinion lies 
^ — ^ 
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somewhat deeper than the particular prejudices 
of a Jewish or Gentile education. It is in the 
constitution of the human mind, which is always 
liable to take up with partial views, and to run on 
upon some one track so as to lose sight of other 
lines of truth not in themselves less distinct or less 
important. There are even certain broad charac- 
teristics which will re-appear in one generation 
after another in whole classes of mind, and repro- 
duce the same relative positions on a new ground. 

There are minds which tend to a strict observ- 
ance of externals, and are tempted to judge others 
by a standard of that kind, and to be confident 
about themselves, because they are exact in such 
and such practices. And, again, there are minds 
which revolt from all such restraint, and are 
rather tempted to neglect what may still be, for 
some reason, important, because it is external, 
and to despise those who are at all scrupulous in 
outward things, and to fancy that they must be 
very much wanting in the true spirit of the Gospel. 

And, again, there is a cross-division of the 
parties in the Church, in that some of those who 
are precise about externals adopt the standard of 
the Church's practice,'^ while others adopt that 

^ The Law of the Church of Christ has a claim, certainly, which 
the Jewish Law had not, upon Christians, for S. Paul is here speak- 
ing of practices which he decidedly affirms to be indifferent in 
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of the party which they consider most religious, 
and ground their exactness, as they conceive, 
upon a Divine Law, which they carry out in some 
particulars the extent of ' straining for a gnat.*' 

And each and all of these parties are ready to 
fly to the Apostle's words, and extract from them 
a proof that everything ought to be settled ac- 
cording to their own notions. 

Such, however, cannot be the true use of these 
most wise and charitable words, which were meant 
to guide men as to the temper they should shew 
while things were yet undetermined. And in 
order to make them serve this purpose, they must 
be taken seriously to heart by each one for him- 
self, as one who shall ' stand before the judgment- 
seat of Christ.' And he must strive to learn 
from them not what concessions he is to claim 
from the brethren, but rather what he is bound 
by the law of Christ, the law of perfect charity, 
to grant to them. 

O Gody the Father of our Lord Jesus Christy our 

themselves. But it must be remembered that a law is not binding 
on the conscience until it is known to be promulgated with due 
authority. This principle requires to be kept in view by the advo- 
cates of strictness, while, on the other hand, the maintainers ot liberty 
should not foxget the sinfulness of taking a liberty of the lawfulness 
of which they entertain serious doubts. 
1 S. Matt xziiL 2A, 
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only Saviour y the Prince of Pecuse ; Give ils grace 
seriously to lay to heart the great dangers we are 
in by our unhappy divisions. Take away all hatred 
and pnyudice^ and whatsoever else may hinder us 
from godly Union and Concord : that, as there is 
but one Body, and one Spirit, and one Hope of our 
Calling^ one Lord, one Faith, one Baptism, one 
God and Father of us all, so we may henceforth be 
all of one heart, and of one soul, united in one holy 
bond of Truth and Peace, of Faith and Charity, 
and may unth one mind and one mouth glorify Thee ; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



Fifth Week in Lent, 

Rom. XV. 1 — 7. 

It is unworthy of a Christian to regulate his life 
with a view to please men, but still more un- 
worthy to do everything with a view to please 
himself. First, let him please God; then, let 
him please his neighbour ' to edification,' for that 
is not 'man-pleasing.' It is a mistake to look 
for the satisfaction of having all our own way in 
the present life, which has been appointed for 
a season of trial and endurance. God is to us 
here ' the God of patience,' the God of hope, for 
in hope and in patience He has appointed us to 
live, and in them He will support and reward us. 

And we can have no greater reward than to be 
made like unto Christ, in being enabled by our 
endurance, and condescending to the infirmities 
of others, to rescue them from the power of Satan, 
and to build them up in Faith and Holiness. 

There was an especial likeness to the work 
of Christ in that condescension to which the 
Apostle here invited his stronger brethren; in 

— » 



that Christ came to the Jews as a Jew, and sub- 
mitted volimtarily to all the ordinances of the 
Law for their sakes. And this He did^ not to 
receive man*s praise from them^ for He earned 
only reproach and persecution, but to save the 
remnant of them. And so it will be with those 
who follow Him in this matter of condescending 
to the weak. They will not earn man's praise, 
but they will open the truth to the true and 
loving souls that are concealed amongst the vio- 
lent and prejudiced maintainers of narrow views, 
and will save some of them from heresy or schism, 
or from the dominion of besetting sins. 

Truly it is a wonder, after all that has been 
* written aforetime,' that men should expect an 
easy and quiet life in the Church, and agreement 
in all things amongst their neighbours. Rarely 
indeed has there been a place or time in which it 
has been so. Far more commonly there are ma- 
nifold divisions, doctrinal and practical, which, if 
not important in their grounds, are magnified by 
the violence of parties, and distract the Church, 
and occasion a severe trial of the faith, and meek- 
ness, and charity of Christians. 

But the element of fiercest discord is removed 
if self-will is put out of the way, and genuine 
charity, seeking not so much to overcome as to 

4* - » 
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edify, is at the root of all that is done. For 
themselves, at least, the pioiis and faithful may 
do this, and bear as best they may with the vio« 
lence and discord of those who will still remain 
contentious for contention's sake, hoping for eter- 
nal peace hereafter, and enjoying the foretaste of 
it within, in a settled peaceful will. 

O Lord, Who hast pronounced a blessing on them 
that make peace, give tis grace in all things to 
seek peace and unity, still standing firmly by Thy 
truth ; and to Thy whole Church give such unity 
and holy concord, that all men may know that God 
is in u^ of a truth, through Thy grace O Lord, 
Who livest and reignest with the Father and the 
Holy Ghost ever one God world without end. 
Amen. 



F\fth Week m Lent, 

Rom. XV. 8 — 88. 

The Apostle's desire to visit the Romans is 
MTorthy of notice as showing his deep and strong 
sympathy with the whole body of Christ, and his 
earnest longing to contribute his fuU share toward 
the offering of the Gentile Churches to God. 
Much he had already done, in his circuit from 
Jerusalem all round to Illyricum ; and the con- 
tribution he was now carrying to the poor Saints 
of Judaea was an offering of a sweet savour to 
God in token of something far more precious, in 
that they who thus gave of their worldly sub- 
stance had first given themselves, ^ 

And now, in the same spirit in which he had 
laboured for the conversion of these, his first of- 
fering, he was ready to make a farther circuit, 
confirming those who were already in the faith, 
and carrying the Gospel into lands where it was 
yet unknown. And for this work he seeks the 
prayers of all, thus shewing them how they may, 

"» 2 Cor. viii. 5. 
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even at a distance^ co-operate with his labours, 
and have fellowship with him in the Gospel for 
distant lands, while he mingles with his zeal for 
God's work the right and pleasing exercise of 
a Christian feeling of delight in the society of 
the brethren ; not indeed as a mere indulgence, 
for it was his confident hope that the result would 
appear in their spiritual advancement, but yet a 
genuine present delight, such as our Lord pro- 
mised should be given even in the present life, 
' with persecutions,*^' to those who made sacrifices 
for His sake and the Gospel's. 

He knew not, as he elsewhere testifies, what 
should befal him,® nor perhaps, in all that took 
place, did he know how entirely his bonds and 
imprisonment would turn to the furtherance of 
the Gospel. For even Apostles had to exercise 
faith, though they saw great results, and wielded 
miraculous powers. But as he persevered cheer- 
fully through all, the greater were his trials, and 
the more he had of human infirmity, the more 
did he leave us an example that we should do the 
work appointed for us, and leave the result to 
God, and be contented under hindrances and in- 
terruptions, in the full confidence that they have 
their place in God's design, and will not be 

n S. Mark x. 30. « Acts xx. 22. 



allowed to prevent anything of what He purposes 
to do by us, but will produce much good that we 
know not of. 

And we may be thankful too for the sanction 
afforded to the exercise of our kindly affections, 
shewing that we need not be afraid to rejoice in 
the love and sympathy of Christian brethren, 
and to accept those satisfactions of intercourse 
with them which are granted to cheer our pil- 
grimage, provided that our purpose is still kept 
firm to do all to the glory of God, and to strive 
with all our might toward the presenting of our- 
selves, together with our brethren, as a pure and 
holy offering in His presence, 

Lordy Who hast made Thy people brethren by 
a new birth, and fellow-heirs of a Heavenly inherit- 
ance, give them grace to walk in peace and love, 
and to strengthen and help one another in Thy ser- 
vice here, that they may all come together into Thy 
glory hereafter, of Thy mercy and graxie. Who 
reignest with the Father and the Holy Ghost, ever 
one God, world without end. Amen. 



^ ^ 



Fifth Week in Lent, 
Rom. xvi. 1 — 27. 

These special remembrances and greetings are 
a sign of the kindly affections of the great Apos- 
tle, while his warning against those who cause 
divisions come in as a token of his Christian 
strictness and severity, and his significant hope 
*that God would bruise Satan under their feet 
shortly,' indicates a mind fully and firmly set 
against evil, and no way disposed to admit its 
pretences on a plea of charity. 

As for the naming of the persons, no doubt it 
is not without design, though so little is told us 
of each. It recalls to mind what our blessed 
Lord foretold of the perpetual record that should 
remain of the act of Mary Magdalene, and these 
instances together serve to illustrate the Truth 
that the least kindness shewn to the servants of 
Christ for His sake is remembered in Heaven. 

How many an act, done in ambition, has earned 
no such meed of praise as this simple record 
affords to the kindness, hospitality, zeal, diligence. 
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or generous self-sacrifice of the early Christians ! 
And yet how absurd would it seem to any of us 
were it said ' this is their reward' ! Yet, no doubt, 
at the time^ this kind mention of them, by one 
whom they must have so honoured as the repre- 
sentative of our Lord Himself, was a great en- 
couragement and reward to them, and it affords 
us an instance of the present enjoyment of that 
blessed unity and peace which our Lord be- 
queathed to His Church. These are real satis- 
factions which contain in them the representation 
of something higher, and more than the mere 
representation. For the good will of Christians 
to Christians, as such, is not merely an image of 
that which God bears to them, but a result of it, 
and a work of His Grace in them, and as such 
they acknowledge it, and love and enjoy it far 
more than they would if they believed it to be 
merely human. They receive it from one another 
as His gift, and cherish it in themselves as His 
work, and pleasing to Him, and glorify Him for 
His good gift, and seek to increase it and to make 
it fruitful to His glory. 

And in all this they look not. mainly to the 
present time, but to the life to come, and hold in 
firm faith that the good which is begim here is for 
consummation hereafter, and that the Church is 
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working onward to a perfection never to be fully 
developed in this life, but to be completed in the 
resurrection of the Just, Yet so that all things 
done here have their place in the scheme of pre- 
paration for that final glory, and nothing will be 
lost that even the humblest contribute toward 
the full accomplishment of the work of Christ in 
all His Elect. 

Stir up, we beseech Thee, Lord, the wills of 
thy faithful people ; that they, plenteously bringing 
forth the fruit of good works, may of Thee be plen- 
teously rewarded ; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
Amen, 
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Fifth Week in Lent, 
RECAPITULATION. 

What is the conclusion upon reading this whole 
Epistle? what thoughts does it leave upon the 
mind? 

The Apostle himself has given something of a 
practical summary, which may perhaps be easily 
traced to the main points from which it is de- 
rived. 

First, then, the Epistle forces on our attention 
the great question how we stand before God f 

After overthrowing the pretensions of man 
(with or without the Mosaic Law) to stand justi- 
fied before God without having recourse to the 
free Grace of the Gospel, he insists likewise upon 
the life which is necessary in order to be accep- 
table to God in and under that Grace. 

Then he cheers those who are so living imder 
the tribulations of this present life, and teaches 
them to live in hope of completed Redemption 
hereafter. 

Then he defends the counsel of God against 



RECAPITULATION. 145 

objections, as though there were any failure of 
His design or promise in the fall of the Jewish 
nation ; and, at the same time, draws from their 
sad example a powerful warning for those who 
have succeeded to their privileges, or rather to 
those of which theirs were but a type. 

Then he shews more particularly how the 
Christian is to strive to present himself as a holy 
and living sacrifice to God, in the discharge of 
his manifold duties. 

Then he gives some cautions, (necessary per- 
haps, in a very special manner for those to whom 
he was writing), about charity to one another in 
certain matters which had given occasion to dis- 
putes, but which cautions may very well be ap- 
plied in spirit, though not in exact matter, to the 
needs of the present day. 

Then he remembers those to whom or from 
whom particular messages were to be sent, and 
closes with words of good hope, ascribing aU 
glory to God through Jesus Christ. To Whohi 
be thanks and praise for the instruction and edi- 
fication of His Church through this Epistle. 
And may we all, who read it, learn more and 
more to apprehend what it is to be admitted to 
the Grace of God in Christ Jesus our Lord, and 
what is required of us in that holy state ; that, 

^ — -H* 




; according to the Apostle's earnest desire, through- 

; out his labours in * ministering the Gospel of 

God/ * the offering up of the Gentiles' may * be 

acceptable, being sanctified by the Holy Ghost.' 

Tlianks he to Thee O Lord^ and Thy blessing he 
upon all Thy people in peace and charity, and in 
the abundance of the gifts and graces of Thy Holy 
Spirit, thrmigh Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen, 



THE END. 
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A. A. Masson, Oxford ; F. and J. Rivington, London. 

(The proceed* of the tale of the above are to be applied to the completion of 
the Tower and Spire of the Parish Church of Littlemore.) 

XV. PSALM CXIX. In Parts for the Day. 32mo. vellum cover, 4d. 

XVI. PRAYERS for PERSONS ASSOCIATED in AID of CHRISTIAN 
MISSIONS. 12mo. stitched, Id. Prater from the foregoing, on 
A Card, ^d. A. A. Masson, Oxford ; J. H. Parker, Oxford and London. 

XVII. FAMILY PRAYERS for the use of the Parish of Bradfield, 
&c. S2mo., 6d. or 2s. 6d. per | dosen. 

XVIII. SCHOOL PRAYERS for Morning and Evening. Compiled by the 
Rev. W. J. Butler, M.A., Vicar of Wantage. 4d. A. A. Masson, Ox- 
ford ; J. H. Parker, Oxford and London. 



I. THE LIFE and TIMES of HINCMAR, ARCHBISHOP of RHEIMS. 
By the late Rev. J. C. Prichard, M.A., Vicar of Mitcham, and formerly 
Fellow of Oriel College. 

II. PRECES PRIVATE, in Stvdiosorum Gratiam Collectje, et 

RSOIA AUTHORITATE APPROBATJI. A.D. M.D.LXVIII. 

III. SACRA ACADEMICA. Preces atqus Cantica in Studiosorum 
UsuM. S2mo. 

IV. THEODORETI INTERPRETATIO in Omnes B. PAULI EPIS- 
TOLAS. 



